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PREFACE. 



At the famous battle of Tippacanoe, in which as before inti- 
mated, I bore a hmnble part, an American Sergeant bad the 
fortune to kill an Indian Chief. The thing chanced as followf: 

The Sergeant was slightly wounded in the leg, consequently he 
stepped a little aside, and was occupied in bandaging the wounded 
part with his handkerchief, when he was beset by a tall sav- 
age. It was still quite dark, for the battle began before daylight 
in the morning. 

The Sergeant, however, perceived the tomahawk lifted in the 
air, and jumped backward, in time to avoid t!he descending 
stroke. Before he could draw his cutlass, the Indian sprang up- 
on him. The two men grappled each other, and in the struggle 
both fell to the ground. 

The Sei^eant was uodenhost, but his arms were free, and» 
placing his hands about the Indian's throat, he clenched like the 
noose around the neck of a man upon tlie gallows. The con- 
vulsed savage, strove m vain to escape. With fatal persever- 
ance, the Sergeant clung to the neck of his prey, until hu limbs 
quivered in the agonies of death. 

Of 

The Chief tliat was thus killed, was a leader of distioctioDt 
and the Sei^eant deserved fame for the achievement. But it 
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happened that he was a modest man, and was Ir^no means for- 
ward in settings forth his own merits. The consequence was, 
the affiiirwas soon told of somebody else; and, at length, the real 
hero was left out of the story altogether. 

Now, thb resembles my own fortune, in a mucli more humble 
matter. I, Solomon Bell, a few months since, indicted a 
book entitled "Tales of Travels West of the Mississippi." The 
same was published, and became, as I learned, a favorite among 
the little readers of stdiy books. 

Whereupon, as I am credibly informed, various persons rose 
up to claim tlie autliorship of tlie said book, and deprive me of 
my lawful fame. If tliere is any man so poor in reputation, that 
the credit of my labors can benefit him, lie must be poor in- 
deed. But one tiling I am determined upon; tliat I will not, like 
the modest Sergeant, allow my .works to be assumed by another 

I have put my portrait in tlie title page. My name is Solomon. 
Bell, and notliing but Solomon Bell; and I shall esteem it an 
ungracious piece of meddling, on tliepait of all who may attempt 
to dqirive me of tlie name, that I inlterited from my honest 
fatiier. 

Having said thus much on this point, 1 have one or two ob- 
tervatioas to make in respect to the present volume. I have 
entitled it « Tales of Travels in Centred A/Hea," Although a 
p<Hrtion'of the book is occupied with travels in Senc^fambia and 
Guinea, both of which are included in Western Africa^ yet 
as the greatest part of the voliuue relates to Soudan or Nigritia, 
t have thought the title not inappropriate. At any rate, I hope 
nobody will find fault with it after this explanation. 

SOLOMON BELL 
Boston, Jan. 1, 1881. 
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Having taken leave of the regions udiich Fie went of tlie Mis- 
fissippi, my yuung reader will please accompany me to Africa, 
riiis may seem a great *8k!p, for we shall have to jump quite 
across tlie Atlantic ocean. But let us suppose tlie thing done, . 
and imagine oui'selves actuaHy in Africa. Now, let us place 
the little map at the beginning of this book before us, and con-, 
aider what sort of a couuti^ we are in., ^ 

|u the first place, wie shape of Africa resembles a leg of 
mutton. The leg ))art extends lar to u)e soutli, and terminates 
m a pointy called Cape of Good Hope. The northern part, is 
bounded by the Mediterranean sea ; on the east it is attached to 
Asia, by a small strip of land, caHed the isthmus ofSuez. The 
whole of the western coast, is washed by the Atlantic ocean. 

If the isthmus of Suez were cut through, so that the Mediter- 
ranean and Red seas could flow together, then Africa would be 
a vast island ; but being attached to Asia, it is a peninsula, and 
constitutes a part of the great Eastern Continent. 

Africa lies in a direction about southeast from the United 
States. It is nearly three thousand miles across the AUantic t6 
the nearest part of it. Its length from north to south, is about 
five thousand miles, its greatest width is somewhat more than 
four thousand. It is in extent (wo thirds as large as the whole 
of North and South America together. 
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The oorthern part is occupied by four states, Tunis^ Tripoli, 
Algiers and Morocco, which pass under the general name of Bar« 
bary. The people are Moors and Arabs, who are all Mahome- 
tans, are of a dark complexion, and great enemies to all Christian 
nations. 

South of Barbary, is a vast desert of sand and rocks, called 
Sahara, and infested by wandering tribes of Arab robbers. To 
the east, is Egypt, a country of great antiquity, and covered with 
splendid ruins of former ages. The middle and southern regions 
of Africa, are chiefly inhabited by various tribes and kingdoms 
of Negroes, among which are a few Moors and Arabs. The 
eastern and southeastern parts, are occupied by mixed nations, 
partaking partly of the Negro, and partly of the Moorish char- 
acter. 

I shall introduce you first to the middle regions of tiiis great 
peninsula, and therefore I call this book ** Tales of Travels in 
Central Africa.*^ I shall take the liberty to tell you something 
about thc^ountries that lie along the western coast, and which 
do not properly belong to Central Africa. But I trust my read- 
er will foi^ive my telling him a little more, than the title page 
promises. 
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CHAPTER L 



Major Denham. and kU companions meet at T}ripoU,'-^They 
go on a hawking party ixnth the Baahano. — Set out on 
their journey y and arrive at Mourzouk. — Tile Sultan 
r^fkisee hie aaeietance, and Major Denham retSltns to 
Tripoli, — The Baahato provides an escort, and they 
set out for Mourzouk. — Arrive at Sockna. — A wed- 
ding. — Arrival of Major Denham and his escort at 
Mourzouk. — Description of the Arabs. 

I WILL now relate to you the story of Major Den- 
ham's Travels in Africa. He was accompanied l^y 
Capt. Glapperton and Dr. Oudney. These three 
persons were Englishmen. They were sent on 
an expedition^ to explore the interior of Africa, 
by the government of England. 

Theae three travellers met at Tripoli. Here 
they went to see the Bashaw of Tripoli, who is a 
kind of king. They found him sitting on a car* 
pet, with bis legs' crossed* The people of Barba«> 

2 
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ry sit like the Turks, and do not use chairs, as 
we do. By the side of the Bashaw were his two 
sons. He was surrounded by negro guards armed 
with swords and pistols, to defend him in case of 
need. The Bashaw received the travellers kind- 
ly, and promised to assist them in their proposed 
journey. 

This was very important to them, because he 
ruled over a great part of the country, through 
which they must pass. He ordered his servants 
to give them coffee and sherbet to drink. Sher- 
bet is like lemonade, except, that oranges are used 
in making it, instead of lemons. 

Before they set out on their expedition, the 
Bashaw invited the travellers to go with him on 
a hawking party. This they accepted, and they 
all went together. The Bashaw rode a beau- 
tiful, tftiSk white horse. It was of the Arabian 
br^d, jvhich is the finest in the world. The 
BasKaw.'s saddle was ornamented with crimson 
velvet, gold nails, gold stirrups, and an embroider- 
ed cloth reaching nearly to the ground. 

They were attended by three hundred soldiers 
superbly mounted, and richly dressed. Thus they, 
went on their hawking party. Whether they 
caught or killed anything. Major Denham does 
not tell in his bool^. I suspect they did not, for. 
if they had, doubtless he would have told some- 
thing about it. I imagine the principad object of 
the Bashaw, was not to catch or kiU birds, or 
game, but to dhow what a superb horse and sad- 
dle, and what fine soldiers he )iad* However, the 
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people of Tripoli train hawks, which are taken 
iato the field, and when any game is in sight, 
the bird is let go, flies at it, and kills it, by stick- 
ing its long talons into it. This used to be a very 
common sport in England, and other parts of Eu- 
ifope; but it is now out of fashion. 

On the 5th of March, 1822, the travellers set 
out from Tripoli. They were attended by sev- 
eral servants and a good many people; they rode on 
horses, and the baggage was carried by camels. 
They proceeded in a direction nearly south. If 
you will look on the map, you will see the route 
marked there. 

The country over which they travelled, was 
generally a rocky wilderness, destitute of inhabi- 
tants, and almost without vegetation. One day 
they met a large troop of negro slaves, going to 
Tripoli. Among them were seventy womeii. 
Major Denham asked them where they weue froms 
They divided themselves into two parties and re- 
plied, those of that party were from Soudan; those 
were from Begharmi, and Kanem. Poor crea 
tures ! They were going from their country, many 
of them would never return, and never see their 
parents, their friends, or their homes again. 

After fourteen days travelling, the party arrived 
at Sockna, where they were well received. This 
town has three thousand people. It is surround- 
ed by a wall, and' has eight gates. It has a neat 
appearance. The English travellers were looked 
after with great wonder by the people. The boys 
followed them in troops through the streets^ and 
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the women manifested the utmost curiosity res- 
pecting their dress. They were particularly 
delighted with Major Denham's pockets in his 
pantaloons. They had never seen pockets hefore, 
and every woman must thrust her hand into them. 

The houses at Sockna are huilt chiefly of mud; 
the people dress as in Tripoli. They are nearly 
black, hut are a mixture of Moors and Arahs, and 
are not Negroes. 

The travellers soon proceeded on their journey. 
The country was nearly the same as hefore. It 
was a dry, rugged, parched desert. Sometimes 
they went several days without finding water. 
Sometimes in /these dreary wastes, whole parties, 
men, horses, and camels, all perish for want of 
water. Major Denham saw the hones of some 
men and heasts, who died the year hefore, from 
this cause, though they were within eight hours' 
travel of the well they were looking for. 

In our country, water is so ahundant, that we 
are hardly sensihle that it is one of the greatest of 
blessings. All our hiUs send down rivulets, aad 
all our valleys are watered hy rivers. But in these 
parts of Africa of which I am now telling you, 
there are no rivers. Water is only found at the 
springs or wells, and in many of. them it is hitter, 
muddy, or of a salt taste. How delightful would 
be one of our sparkling rivers, such as the Con- 
necticut, Housatonic, or Merrimack,*in this sandy 
desert. But other danf^ers than those arising 
from want of water, attend those who travel over 
these wastes. Sometimes the wind raises vast 
2* B 
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clouds of sand, which sweep over the land, and ' 
bury the unfortunate traveller beneath them* 
Major Denham and his companions nearly lost 
their lives in such a sand stomi. 

The wind raised the fine sand with which the 
desert was covered, so as to fill the air for an im- 
mense distance around them. The sun and clouds 
were entirely obscured, and the people were al- 
most suffocated. So thick was the cloud, that 
the eamels could not be seen at a few yards dis- 
tance. The horses hung their tongues out of 
their mouths, and refused to face the torrents of 
sand. A parching thirst oppressed the party, and 
there was no water at hand to alleviate it. At 
length night came; the tents were pitched, and 
the travellers went to rest. But the wind blew a 
hurricane, and their tent was thrown down. They 
erected it again, and again retired to rest. 
,' In the morning, they proceeded on their journey. 
At length they arrived at Mourzouk. This is a 
largCiCity surrounded by a wall twenty feet high, 
wkh gates only wide enough to admit a loaded 
camel. It has several thousand inhabitants, and 
is the capital of Fezzan. Fezzan is a considerable 
country, situated in the gjeat desert. It is toler- 
ably fertile, and has one hundred and nine towns 
and villages. The people are subject to the Ba^ 
shaw of Tripoli. The Sultan, or Governor of 
Fezzan resides at Mourzouk. 

As Major Denham pasSed through this city, he 
saw the stone market, which is a wide street, 
three hundred yards in leag^h, with houses on 
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eaeli side* Thjm led to the caetle, where Migor 
DeJih«m immediately went, to pay his respeets to 
the Sultan^, The Sultan received him favorably 
at first, but when ii^ormed that the travellera 
wished to proceed farther, and go to Borsou, ha 
changed his conduct, and told them it was impos- 
aibie to give them the assistance which had beeA 
premised by the Bashaw of Tripoli, and refused 
altogether to aid themt 

The travellers were exceedingly disheartened 
at this. After consultation, it was determined 
that the rest of the party should remain at Mour- 
zottk, while Major Denham should return to 
Tripoli, and compel the Bashaw to see that the 
Sultan afforded his assistance, in crossing the des«> 
ert, to Bornou, as had been promised. 

Accordingly, he set out on horseback, and 
proceeding over the same desolate country Jie 
had before traversed, in twenty days, arrived at 
Tripoli. He lost no time in seeing the Bashaw^ 
and told him how he had been disappointed, and 
deceived. After a long time, and by using many 
threats, he persuaded the Bashaw to appoint an 
escort, to take the travellers from Mourzouk to 
Bornou. With this escort, Major Denham now 
set out on his return 

The leader of this escort, was Boo-kha-loom. 
He was mounted on a white horse, with a saddle 
decorated with gc^d, embroidery, and scarlet cloth* 
Six of his principal followers, with fine^ horses, 
kept near his person. Major Denham in his Bri- 
tish uniform, rode on his rig^ht. The rest of the 
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troop followed. Boo-kha-loom wore red boots 
adorned with gold, yeUow silk trowsers, a crim- 
son velvet cap, besides ornaments of lace and silk 
in abundance. In this array the company entered 
Sockna. 

Here Major Denham remained several days. 
While here, he witnessed a wedding between two 
young people of Sockna. The morning was 
ushered in with music on a bagpipe, and two 
small drums. The musicians first serenaded the 
bride, and then the bridegroom. After this, the 
bridegroom marched through the streets of the 
town, very finely dressed, with all the people at 
his heels. The women dressed in their best clothes, 
assembled at the bride's house. 

The Moorish and Arab women cover their faces 
with veils. It is considered hardly modest to let 
the men see their faces, but we believe that most 
of the ladies, particularly those who had pretty 
faces, contrived to show them a little. 

After the ladies were assembled at the house of 
the bride, the young men came to pay their respects 
to them. The ladies saluted them with cries of 
"loo, loo, loo," t<j»which the young men replied 
by laying their right hand on the breast. 

After this, the bride was placed on a came] 
covered with skins of animals and shawls. Then, 
she was escorted by men on horseback to the 
bridegroom's house. At first she refused to dis- 
mount, and the women who attended her set up a 
scream; but the bridegroom gave the ^ynde a piece 
of sugar, and she also g%ve himt a piece. They then 
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entered the house, and were declared man and 
wife. 

Major Denham and his escort, soon set out for 
Mourzouk. While they were on their journey 
they had a rainy day, in consequence of which, 
they found plenty of water. Rain is uncommon 
in these regions except in the springy, and fall, so 
that the rain on this occasion was esteemed a great 
blessing. 

At length the travellers came to a grove of date 
trees. These groves are frequent around the fer- 
tile spots, or oases which are found in the desert. 
The date is a sweet fruit, which constitutes a con- 
siderable part of the food of the people in these 
coun tries. Dates are sometimes brought to Ameri- 
ca in a dried state, and sold in the shops. 

In this grove that I have mentioned. Major Den- 
ham found a Kafila from Mourzouk. A Kafila is 
a company of travellers in the desert. Among 
this kafila were a number of Mamelukes. The 
Mamelukes were formerly soldiers in Egypt. 
They were driven away about twenty years ago, 
and banished from the country by the Pacha, or 
Governor. These whom Major Denham saw, 
had wandered about for fifteen years, in great 
distress. They were going to Tripoli, to get 
permission of the Bashaw to live in his country. 

In October, the travellers arrived at Mourzoulj. 
They found Captain Clapperton, and Dr. Oudney 
both of them sick. It appears that the climate of 
Mourzouk is very unhealthy to strangers, and 
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Major Denham says that the natives of that city 
have a V9ry dckly appearance. 

Major Denham in his book, describes the Arabs 
in an interesting manner. They are noisy ^ and 
lond in conversation, and you would think on 
hearing them, that they were in a continual strife or 
quarrel. They are very sensible to shame. Ma* 
jor Denham knew an Arab, who for several days 
refused to eat, because in a skirmish his gun 
missed fire. "My heart aches," said he, "my 
gun lied, and shamed me before the people." 

The Arabs are very fond of poetry, and many 
persons among them have the power to compose 
it as fast as they can speak. A number of the peo- 
ple will gather around one of these poets, and listen 
with the greatest interest to his effusions. The 
songs of these bards go to the heart, and strongly 
move the feelings of the hearers. The listeners 
may be seen straining their eyes, with the most 
fixed attention ; at one moment they will be roar- 
ing with loud laughter ; the next moment, they 
will melt into tears, and clasp their hands in all 
the ecstasy of grief 

Hospitality towards strangers, is a common 
virtue among these people. Towards those who 
have no claim on their friendship, they are %lth* 
less robbers ; but to those whom they receive as 
guests, they are always kind and faithful. Cow- 
ardice is regarded by them with the greatest con- 
tempt. No Arab woman will consent to be the 
wife of a coward. 
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CHAPTER IL 

Account of Dr. Oudney, and Captain, Clapperton*8 expC" 

dition to Ghraat.s 

While Major Denham was absent at Tripoli, 
Capt. Clapperton and Dr. Oudney went several 
days' journey into the country, west of Mourzouk. 
They found it, generally, a barren and sandy des- 
ert, crossed by various ranges of hills. Occa- 
sionally they met with villages, which were 
usually situated near spots of some little fertility. 

Groves of date trees were often met with. The 
trees, however, were not higher than a man's 
head. These, with acacias, and thorny shrubs 
which produce gum arable, with a little coarse 
grass, seemed to be the only productions. The 
inhabitants paid very little attention to agricul- 
ture. 

Wherever they went, the travellers were well 
received. They found the people generally poor, 
with mean clothing, and living in houses made of 
clay. Some of the towns had mud walls. 

The travellers at length arrived at Ghraat 
This is in the country of the Tuaricks. The 
Tuaricks are a tribe of people who seem very 
much to resemble the Arabs. They are great rob- 
bers, and often make incursions into the negro 
countries of Soudan, and plunder the inhabitants. 
Ghraat has about one thousand inhabitants, and 
is surrounded by walls made of sand, and whitish 
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clay. The houses are built of the same matenals 
as the walls. There is but one gate to the town. 

The Tuaricks, are said to be great eaters. 
Some of the people told Dr. Oudney, that two 
Tuaricks had once devoured three sheep at a 
meal. This was a great story, or they were very 
small sheep. 

One night while at Ghraat, he heard a number 
of women singing at a distance. These were from 
the country. It seems it is very common for the 
women, after their work is finished, to go out in 
the evening, and sing and tell stories till mid- 
night. They then go home, take supper, and go 
to bed. 

Having remained at Ghraat several days, where 
they were kindly treated by the people, the trav- 
ellers set out on their return. On their journey, 
they often saw the foot prints of jackals, foxes, 
and antelopes. They of\en passed hills, three or 
four hundred feet high, composed of sand, so light 
as to be easily lifted by the wind, and carried to a 
distance. At length, Dr. Oudney and Capt. Clap- 
perton arrived safely at Mourzouk. 
- They remained at this place, till Major Denham 
returned with a detachment of Arabs to defend the 
travellers, in their proposed journey across the de- 
sert to Bomou 
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CHAPTER in. 

Tht travellers iei out for Kouka.—-Arrive at Bilma, — 
DeBcripOon of4he Detert^^About the Tibboot, — Ai-^ 
tack upon a party of Tibbooi. 

Major Denham and his companions, accompanied 
by his escort of Arabs, set out for Kouka, on the 
29th of November. They were attended for a, 
few miles, by nearly every inhabitant of Mour* 
zonk who could find a horse. The country over 
which they travelled, resembled that., between 
Tripoli and Mourzouk. It was in general an un- 
even pltutiij consisting for the most part of sand, 
with occasional ranges of low rocky hills. 

The Kafila would often pass over an extent of 
many miles, where there seemed to be no living 
thing, animal or vegetable. Sometimes they 
travelled six or seven days without coming to a 
watering-place. During all this time, the patient 
camels went without^ water. The people were 
supplied with water which they carried in skins. 

Sometimes the travellers came to small towns 
inhabited by people called Tibboos. They fre- 
quently met with small wadeys, of valleys, pro- 
ducing date trees, coarse grass, and thorny shrubs; 
but on the whole, the country was barren, deso- 
late, and dreary. They passed a great many hu- 
man skeletons by the road. Near one of the 
watering-^lgces, there were immense numbers of 
Auman bones. It appears that in these lonely 
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regions, the traveller ia often overtaken with &- 
tigne^ hunger, or thirst, and no help being at 
hand, he has only to lie down and die. The negio 
slaves are often unable to endure their sufferingSy 
and perish in great numbers. 

On their journey, the travellers lost several of 
their camels from fatigue. When it was found 
that a camel could proceed no farther, the Arabs 
would kill it, cut off a part of the flesh for food> 
and leave the carcass to be devoured* by crowti, 
Tuitures, and hyenas. On their jotirney, the 
travellers saw. several antelopes, which ! are hei^ * 
tiful little animals, somewhat resembling deer. 
One day, one of the Arabs found a young antelope. 
He instantly lay down among the rocks,f and im- 
itated the cry of the little creature. The fnoth^r 
came bounding towards him, upon whi^^ the 
Arab shot her in the throat, and killed her. \ 

At length the travellers arrived at Bilma, the 
capital of the Tibboos. Here the Sultan resided. 
He came out to meet them, attended by fifty men 
and one hundred women^ All the men were 
armed with spears, and most of them had bows 
and arrows. They saluted the travellers by 
shaking the weapons over their heads. 

They all entered the town, the women dancing, 
serei^iHng, singing,, and throwing themselves 
abo€t in a very odd manner. The people were 
quite blaoii. The women worQ coral rings in their 
noses, and large amber necklaces. Some of them 
had fans of soft grass to keep off the flies, others 
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had fans of ostrich feathers, which they waved 
over their heads as they advanced. 

In the country of the Tihhoos, as well as in 
other parts of this desert, there are many salt 
lakes in which the salt is gradually deposited, 
and formed into considerable masses. Great 
quantities are gathered from some of these lakes, 
and carried to various parts of the country and 
sold. The Tuaricks frequently make war upon 
the Tibhoos, and almost every year, rob them of 
a considerable quantity of salt as well as of other 
things. w 

After leaving Bilma, the travellers entered npen 
a vaat desert which required thirteen days to 
cross. It is chiefly composed of hills of loose sand, 
from twenty to sixty feet in height. The "baak^ 
of these hilis are very frequently steep, and in de- 
scending, the camels stumbled and fell. To pre- 
vent these accidents, the Arabs would hang upon 
the tails of the camels with all their weight, a$ 
they descended the hills. 

Major Denham describes the desert which they 
were now crossing, as in the highest degree 
dreadful and dangerous. In one day they lost 
twenty camels. They were also under apprehen- 
sions of attack from wandering Tibhoos, who 
range these solitudes, and rob and murder such 
travellers as they can overcome. No attack was 
however made. But one night a drove of hy- 
enad approached qidte close to the encampment 
of the travellers. These are fierce animals, some* 
whait resembling a wolf. 
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On one occasion, the travellers fell in vith a 
Tibboo Sheik, who took them to an agreeable 
watering-place, where they staid sometime. The 
tribe to which he belonged, possessed five thou- 
sand camels. During one half the year, the peo- 
ple of the tribe subsisted entirely upon camel's 
milk. The Sheik had two small horsed for sale, 
which were very fat, and were fed only upon cam- 
el's milk. Major Denham gave the old Sheik a small 
looking-glass, with which he was exceedingly de- 
lighted. He sat for houFS in one corner of the 
tent, looking into it with the greatest satisfaction, 
and expressing his joy, by occasional exclama- 
tions, and high jumps and leaps into the air. 

The Kafila at length resumed- its march. As 
they were proceeding, they fell in with- a party of 
Tibboos, about twenty in number, consisting of 
,men, women, and children^ They had ten camels 
loaded with their goods, and ab6ut two hundred 
head of cattle. On perceiving the Kafila, they 
were alarmed, and moved off with the greatest 
rapidity. The Arabs of the Kafila immediately 
pursued them, fell upon them, and plundered them 
with astonishing quickness. But Majof Den- 
ham, and Boo-kha-loom, the commander of the 
Arabs, came up, and required them to restore 
the plunder to the poor Tibboos. This the Arabs 
did, keeping, however, ten sheep, and a bullock, 
to make a feast with. 

At length, the Kafila approached Kouka. Boo- 
kha-loom thought it proper to send forward a 
Tibboo, to inform the Sheik, or Governor of Kou- 
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ka, of his coming. But the next day the travel- 
lers found their Tihl>oo messenger at a watering 
place, entirely robhed of all his clothes* and tied 
to a tree» He had been met by a party of Arabs, 
who seized him, stripped him, took away the let- 
ters he had to the Sheik, and tied him to the tree, 
whSre he had remained twenty-four hours with- 
out food. 

The Kafila at length arrived at Mittimee. This 
is a pretty valley, where there are about fifty wells. 
This place" has a good many trees, which are cov- 
ered with creeping plants. These climb to the 
tops of the trees, and, falling ovier, form beautiful 
green bowers ; among these bowers, many birds 
were singing. It must have been delightful to 
the travellers to reach this spot, after toiling over 
the dreary desert. 

The next day, the Kafila came across an en- 
campment of the wandering Tibboos. Their 
huts, or tents, were made of mats. The inside of 
these huts was very neat. The people had about 
one hundred and fifty head of cattle. Boo-kha- 
loom asked them for some milk. This was re- 
fused. Boo-kha-loom was offended, and his men 
insjtantly made an attack on the Tibboos, and 
drove off their cattle. But after driving them 
about a mile, he allowe4 them to return. He, 
however, had the Sheik well bastinadoed, and 
advised hini to be more polite to strangers in 
future. 



TALES OF TRAVELS S3 



CHAPTER IV. 

The party come in sight of Lake Tchad. — About the birde, 
— Curimu method of catching /ieh. — Arrival at Lari, — 
About some negro slaves. — Story of a deaf and dumb 
negrq elave. They kill a mtmetrous Serpent. — About 
Guinea Fowls, and Monkeys.— ^Chase of a Monkey. — 
Major Deniuim sees a drove l>f one hundred and fifty 
Elephants. — Arrival at Surwha, — Wildbeaets.^Cam^ 
el devoured by a Lion. 

On the 4th of February, Major Denham caroe 
in eight of lake Tchad. This is a large and. beau- 
tiful sheet of water. On the next mofning, he 
look his gun and went to the lake.""' ^There were 
multitudes of birds around it. Pelj/Sans, cranes 
as tall as a boy's head, some gray^ some white, 
and some of various colors. Spoonbills of snowy 
whiteness, widgeon, teel, y6llow-.le^ged plover, 
and numbers of birds, such as Major Denham had 
never seen before, were sporting* in the water. 
They were so gentle, that they allowed Major 
Denham to approach within a few ffeet of them. 
They showed no signs of fear, and as he moved 
along, they only turned a little to the ri^ht hand 
or to the left. 

It seems that the negroes who live around lake 
Tchad) do not hunt, and kill, and shoot all the birds 
that come in their way, as the people do in this 
country. The birds there have not found that 
man is their worst enemy, consequently, they had 
no suspiciolf that Major Denham intended to hurt 
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them. They placed confidence in him, and allowed 
him to come close to them. At first, Majot Den- 
ham could hardly make up his mind to shoot such 
fnnocent unsuspecting hirds; hut he did shoot at 
them, and killed more than he could carry. 

The women around this lake have a curious 
method of catching fish. Thirty OJ* forty of them 
go into the water, and form themselves into a line, 
standing close together, with their faces toward the 
land. They then rush towards the land, driving 
the fish before them. Some of the fish they catch 
in their hands, and some of them are so frightened, 
that they leap upon th9 land and are there taken. 

On a hill near lake Tchad is the town of Lari, 
which has about two thousand inhabitants. They 
live in huts made of rushes, which are covered, 
and resemble a stack of hay. These huts are di-; 
'vided into two apartments; one for the women, 
and one for the men. The huts are clean and neat, 
but have no windows or chimneys. The people 
here are all negroes, and gd nearly naked. Almost 
all the women are occupied in spinning cotton. 

A very interesting spectacle took place at Lari. 
MkOMt thirty negro slaves, had been taken away 
from their houses and carried to Tripoli, and 
were sold 'into the service of the Bashaw; here 
they remained for several years, but were atiength 
set free. They were attached to the Kafila,.and 
had accompanied our travellers across the desert 
to Lari. Here they found some of their country* 
men, and with these, they set out for their nathre 
land} which was not far distant. 
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Major Denham had been very kind to, these 
negroes in their travels across the desert. When 
they were faint and tired, he assisted them in 
carrying their bag of salt, which is so necessary 
to travellers in the wilderness. They were very 
much attached to Major Denham, and their part- 
ing was very affecting. 

Among these negroes was one poor deaf and 
dumb woman. She had been taken from her home 
by the Arabs, and carried away into slavery. When 
she was taken, she had three children. Two of 
these were left behind, the third was an infant^ 
and she carried it in her arms. For ten days she 
travelled with it over the desert. Then she be- 
came so weary and exhausted, that she could not 
keep li{> with the camels. The cruel Arabs took 
aw^y her little babe from her, and laid it on the 
sand. They then moved on, and obliged the 
mother to leave her infant there to^^perish. At the 
same time, though she was lame, she was whipped 
to make her go faster. This poor woman told her 
sad story by signs and gestures. When she was 
informed that she "was to go back to her home, she 
shed a great many tears. . The thought of seeiqf 
her two children again, seemed to be constantly 
in her mind, and she did not cease frequently to 
shed tears, during th6 whole journey. 

Very soon after leaving " Lari, the travellers 
discovered the foot prints of elephants, among 
the forests. They saw places where these huge 
creatures had lain down, and crushed beneath 
their heavy bodies, young trees, shrubs, and under- 
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wood. They also killed a monstrous serpent, 
eighteen feet long. They fired five bullets into 
him, but still he was moving away, when two 
Arabs cut his head off with their swords. The 
travellers also saw herds of wild cattle, bounding 
.over the hills lik^ deer. 

The WQods at length became so thick that the 
travellers could hardly find a clear place to encamp 
in. In the woods, wild animals seemed to abound. 
Therp were many beautiful birds, and among them 
wild Guinea fowl^. There were many monkeys, 
who leaped, frisked, and chattered at the' travellers. 
One of these was so impudent, that they pursued 
him for half a mile. He did not fun straight for- 
ward, but jumped and bounded about, constantly 
looking* back over his shoulder at his pursuers. 
But they could not catch this lively fellow. 

The travellers having stopped at a little negro 
town called Woodie, Major Denhamwent into the 
woods, accompanied by an Arab in seaach of game. 
At length they saw a drove of more than one hun* 
dred and fifty elephants, feeding iipon the grass. 
They did not think it worth while to disturb these 
huge beasts; they therefore left the elephants, apd 
went in pursuit of some antelopes; but these svnfi 
animals kept out of their way. At length Major 
Denham, being very thirsty, went to a negro's hut 
and asked for some milk. '^ What have yon got 
to pay for it," said the negro. Major Denham had ' 
no money, so he offered him his pocket handker- 
chief. This the negro returned as being of no value; 
but he accepted a needle and a beads for a fine 
^omt of milk and a basket of nuta. 
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The travellers now came to Burwha, which has 
five or six thousand inhabitants, and walls of earth 
fourteen or fifteen feet high. Here they received 
a message from the Sheik of Kouka, giving them 
permission to come there. The Sheik also sent 
them a present of fifteen bullocks, six sheep, and a 
large quantity of millet, which is a species of grain. 
It seems, to be the custom, in these countries as 
well as in Asia, for people to give each other pres- 
ents as a token of good will. 

.The K^la continued its route. One day, Major 
Denham fell into conversation with the Tibboo 
Sheik who was accompanying the Kafila to Bof* 
nocu ^his NSheik was very curious, and asked 
Major Denham many questions about England. 
** If I were to go to England," said he, "what 
would your Sultan or King do to me ?" " He would 
treat you well, and I dare say would make you a 
present," said Major Denham. " That 's very 
wonderful," said the Sheik, " pray how many wives 
has your King?" " No King is allowed more than 
one wife," said Major Denham- "Indeed," said 
the Sheik, " I have four wives, and I have had 
sixty." 

One night, as the travellers were encamped in 
the desert, the wild beasts came around them, and 
made a dreadful howling. They kept fires the 
whole night, to scare them away; but, notwith- 
standing all this, one of the camels was nearly de- 
voured by a lion, and the hyenas finished what the 
lion left. 
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CHAPTER V. 

T%€ travellert affproaeh Kouka, — They are received hy a 
great number of troope, — Enter Kouka.-^Interview 
with the Sheik.— BinUe and the Sultan,— Ridieuloue 
faehion, — Angomou. — Vieit to Lake Tchad. — Adoenr- 
ture with Elephante. 

At length the travellers approached Kouka, the 
capital of Bornou. No European had ever been 
at this place before, and Major Denham was very 
uncertain as to everything respecting it. What 
was his astonishment one day, as he rode a little 
forward of the Kafila, to discover several thousand 
soldiers on horseback, covering the land as far as 
he could see. These were sent by the Sheik of 
Kouka to receive the travellers. The leader or 
general, was dressed in a figured silk garment, 
and mounted on a beautiful horse. Many of the 
soldiiers were habited in a coat of mail, made of 
an iron chain, which covered them from the throat 
to the knees. The heads of the horses were cov- 
€n*ed with plates of brass, iron, and silver, just 
leaving room enough for the eyes of the animal. 
These troops' received the travellers with loud 
caies of welcome, at the same time brandishing 
their spears, and performing many evolutions. 
Boo-kha-loom, Major Denham, and his companionSf 
only were allowed to enter the town. After wait- 
ing a good while in front of the Sheik's house, tbey 
were permitted to enter; passing between many 
soldiers with spears to defend the Sheik. 
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They found the Sheik in a dark room^ sitting on 
a carpet. He appeared to be an amiable and intelli- 
gent man, about forty-five years old. Two pistols 
layby him on the floor, and two negroes armed with 
pistols stood by his side. He asked the travellers 
various questions, and being informed by Major 
Denham that his object was, in coming, to examine 
the country, he provided them with lodgings in 
mud huts. 

The next day Major Denham and his compan- 
ions went to the Sheik to deliver him the presents 
they had brought for him from England. These 
consisted of a beautiful fowlingpiece, two pistols, 
a set of china, and a piece of red and blue broad- 
doth. They were received with evident pleasure. 
In return, the travellers were supplied with, btd- 
locks, camel-loads of wheat and rice, butter, honey, 
and abundance of fish. 

After a few days, Boo-kha-loom, with Major 
I>enham and his companions, went to the town of 
Birnie. This is a walled town, and has ten thou- 
sand inhabitants. Here the Sultan of Bornou lives. 
He is nominally the sovereign of Bornou; but 
the Sheik of Kouka has the real power, and only 
allows the Sultan to possess an empty show of 
authority. The Sultan is a negro, but the Sheik 
13 an Arab. 

A great parade was made at Birnie on the occa- 
sion of the Sheik's receiving the presents brought 
to him by Boo-kha-loom. Fashion seems to ex^rt. 
an influence at Birnie as well as in other places. 
Every person who attends on the Sultan miisl 
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have, or seem to have, a big head and ^ big body. 
Accordingly all the people around the Sultan, 
those near his person, and those on horseback, all 
wore prodigious turbans about their heads, and 
stuffed garments around their waists. Some of 
the men had on ten shirts of various colors. 
Nothing could be more ridiculous than this dis- 
play. 

In England, when the people wait on the King, 
the men dress in cocked hats and wear a long cue. 
The ladies dress in gowns distended to the size of 
a hogshead, by hoops. Which of the fashions, 
those of the court of Bornou or of England, has 
the preference, must be left t© those who consider , 
dress as a matter of supreme importance. 
♦'The travellers next went to Angornou. This 
is the largest town in Bornou, and fias thirty 
thousand inhabitants. It is the chief maiitet town, 
and sometimes one hundred thousand people are 
assembled here on market days. At this place the 
people were very much surprised at the whiteness 
of Major Denham'sskin; they were even disgust- 
ed, and pitied him for what seemed to them so 
great a misfortune. The women ran away from 
him in fright. 

One day. Major Denham gained permission of 
the Sheik, to make an excursion to Lake Tcbadp 
He was attended by some of the Sheik's people. 
They found a multitude of beautiful biirds near the 
lake, ^ well as many antelopes. They also saw a 
drove of forty elephants. Three of theim were 
grazing near the water. Major Denham and his 
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attendants approached them very closely. At first 
the elephants paid but little attention to them, but 
by and by they began to move off, uttering a loud 
roar which shook the earth under their feet. 

One of them was a very large one, at least six- 
teen feet high. A negro hurled a spear at him, 
which struck him near the tail. This seemed to 
hurt him about as much as it would to prick your 
finger with a pin. He threw up his proboscis, 
and discharged a quantity of sand in the faces of 
his pursuers, which nearly blinded Major Den« 
ham. 

Major Denham fired several balls Into his skin, 
which seemed to hurt him no more than the bite 
of a fly. Away he went, and no more was heard of 
him. By and by, eight elephants were seen coming 
towards the party. They immediately set out to 
meet t(>em. The elephants did not turn their 
backs and run away, until sever&l spears had been 
hurled at them, and several bullets had been shot. 
At length they moved majestically away. On 
their backs were several small birds resembling 
thrushes. They are said to be very useful to the 
elephant in clearing parts of his skin of vermin, 
which he cannot reach either with his tail or his 
proboscis. 
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CHAPTER VL 

Mojor Denham joint a miliiarif expedUion to Mandara,r-^ 
YedtUe. — Arrivai at Delow. — ReeeptUm by the Sul^ 
tan,^'About MantUtra,'^T%e Felataha, — Seerpiant, 

After having remained a considerable time at 
Koiika, Major Denham became very anxious to 
prosecute his travels farther into the country. 
With some difficulty, he obtained the consent of 
the Sheik to accompany a military expedition to 
Mandara. This consisted of an army of three 
thousand men, to which Boo-kha-loom and his 
Arabs were attached. They set out two or three 
days before Major Denham ; he then followed 
them, leaving Dr. Otidney and Captain Clapper- 
ton at Kouka 

. On his way, he passed through the small town 
of Yeddie. Here many people came to see him, 
and among the rest about one hundred women. 
They were exceedingly delighted at a looking- 
glass which he showed them. One young woman 
was 80 much pleased, that she asked permission to 
bring her babe to see it. The little infant mani- 
fested great pleasure, and threw up its hands in 
token of joy. The young njfcther was so much 
delighted at seeing the child's face in the glass, 
that she shed many tears. 

Major Denham Boon joined the troops. They 
continued their march, and by and by, passed 
several large towns. At length they arrived at 
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Delow. A mile from this town, they were met 
by the Sultan of Mandara, with five hundred 
horsemen. These men were splendidly dressed, 
and mounted on fine horses. The Sultan's guard 
was composed of his thirty sons, who were dress- 
ed in rich silk garments. 

The Sultan, having received the strangers with 
due ceremony, retired to the town of Delow. 
Towards evening, the commander of the Bornou 
troops, whose name was Barca Gana, Boo-kha- 
loom, and Major Denham,went to pay the Sultan 
a visit. As they thought it necessary to approach 
,the palace in great style, they dashed forward 
very quickly, rode over one man, and killed him 
on the spot. They found the Sultan surrounded 
with about two iiundred people, splendidly dress- 
efj in robes of silk and colored cotton. These 
were the principal men of the country, and they 
all sat with their backs towards the Sultan. This 
would be considered ill manners in our countrv, 
but what is rude and uncivil among us, seems to 
be the court fashion at Mandara. 

Barca Gana approached the Sultan with pro- 
found reverence. The Sultan was seated on a 
carpet thrown over a bench of mud. Barca Gana 
sat down before the Sultan, with his back toward 
him. He clapped his hands together, exclaiming, 
*' May you live forever, God send you a happy 
old age. How is it with you, j^lessing, blessing." 
The Sultan replied to Barca Gana nearly in the 
same words, and then the who3e court: shouted 
forth in the same language. 

5 E 
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The Saltan now demanded the object of Major 
Denham's expedition. The answer was, that 
he -was a native of a very distant land, and had 
come to see the country, and carry back an ac- 
count of it to his king and people. " Are these 
people Mahometans ? " said the Sultan. The r^ 
ply was, " Tjiey are not, they are Christians." 
This was a fatal answer ; the Sultan and the whole 
assembly, like many other ignorant persons, imag- 
ined that those who believed in a religion different 
from their own, must be a very bad people. So 
Major Denham retired, and was never again invited 
to see the Sultan. 

I wish my little reader, if ever he hears a person 
spesking harshly of another on account of his faith, 
to recollect the Sultan of Mandara. Those T^ha 
are uncharitable to others in these matters, have 
probably as little occasion to boast of their religion 
over that of their enemies, as the negro Sultan had, 
to boast of his Mahometan religion over that of the 
Christian. 

We must give now a little account of the king- 
dom of Mandara. It has eight principal towns, 
situated in a valley, surrounded by mountains. 
There are also several other towns. The people, 
are negroes, and profess Mahometanism. Besides 
these people, there are many little tribes called Ker- 
dies. i^These wander about from place to plaea. 
Many of them inhabit the mountains. They are 
given up to plunder, and are often robbed by the 
Sultan of Mandara and his people. 

The inhabitants of Mandara were once in great 
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dread of a race of warlike people, called Felatahs. 
These had spread themselves over a great extent 
of country to the west, and had established a king- 
dom at no great distance. They had repeatedly 
plundered Mandara; and so greatly was the Sul- 
tan afraid of these bold robbers, that he made a 
league with the Sheik of Bornou,*and the united 
forces of the two countries were able to drive 
back the fierce Felatahs. 

This league or promise, between the sove- 
reigns of Bornou and Mandara, seems to have 
been of the following nature. The Sultan of 
Mandara, as a reward to the Sheik for the assist- 
ance he needed, gave the latter his daughter in 
marriage. He also agreed to give him the plun- 
der of Musgaw, a Kerdy district, which lay to the 
southeast. The armies of the two nations fell 
upon this devoted place, and no less than three 
thousand of the inhabitants were torn from their 
homes, and carried into slavery. 

At length Major Den^am left Mandara, in 
company with Barca Gana, Bop-kha-loom, and 
.their men, the Sultan of Mandara and some of his 
troops. They were going on an expedition against 
the Felatahs, to the south of Mandara. The ob- 
ject of the expedition, was, to plunder these people, 
and take from them what slaves they possessed. 
The Sultan of Mandara, also, wished to humble 
those brave people, who so often had made war 
upon him. 

As Major Denham was travelling along, he saw 
very large trees, called gubberah. They were a 
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species of the fig tree. Sohie of them were so 
immensely large, that their wide spreading branch 
es covered half an acre of ground. 

One night as the army was encamped, several 
scorpions were discovered. These are poisonous 
animals, whose bite is often fatal. The people 
of- the army were very much alarmed,, several of 
them were bitten, and Major Denham on exam- 
ining his tent, found three. They were black, 
and one of them was six inches long. 



CHAPTER VII. 



The army,^wler9 a numntixmouB country.-^ About Panthert, 
— Aiivmdiure with a Panther, — Preparation for battle. 
— -Ziiw Fklatah toume are burnt, — A fierce battie,r^ 
The whole army takes to flight — Remarkable advon' 
tares of Major Denham, — Arrival at Kouka* 

The army soon entered a mountainous country. 
Some of the peaks were lofty, and presented scenes 
of great wildness and beauty. One of the passes 
in these mountains consisted of a deep, dark chasm, 
over which the perpendicular rocks hung their 
tlireatening masses, to the height of many hundred 
feet. After passing this place. Major Denham saw 
many gubberah, tamarind, and mango trees; around 
these were twined many flowers, presenting scenes 
of great richness and beauty. 
5» 
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One night as they were travelling, Major Den- 
ham saw several panthers; but they ran off very 
swiftly, twisting their long tails in the air. By 
and by, they saw another panther. He had just 
killed a negro, whose body was found. The animal 
had sucked his blood, and was so fuUthat he could 
not run fast. One of the Arabs hurled a spear at 
him, which went through his neck. The huge 
beast rolled over, broke the spear, and ran away 
with the shaft in his body. Another man now 
rode close to the panther, and struck him through 
the body with another spear. The panther was in 
the very act of springing upon his pursuer, when 
an Arab shot him through the head, and killed 
him on the spot. 

These animals, as well as leopards, are very com- 
mon in this part of the country. They are sly 
animals, and generally spring upon their prey from 
behind. They will seldom attack a man, but often 
watch foT little children, in the neighbourhood of 
villages. These they sometimes kill. They eat 
the flesh of young animals, but only suck the blood 
of old ones. 

The army was now near to the Felatahs, th^y 
had come to attack. The linked iron jackets of 
the chiefs were all put on. The Sultan of Mandara 
was mounted on a beautiful cream colored horaie.. 
He was attended by his thirty sons, in gay dresses, ' 
and riding on superb horses. Barca Gana's people 
all wore red scarfs over their steel jackets. Major 
Denham rode by the side of Barca Gana« Every 



TALES OF TRAVELS 



Battle witli tho Felutahs. 



IN CENTRAL AFRICA. 67 

thing wor^ the aspect of war, and the army pro- 
ceeded, expecting soon to meet with the enemy. 

After passing a range of difficult hills covered 
with wood, they saw the large Felatah town of 
Darkulla. #This town and another near it waa 
quickly hurnt. The greater part of the inhabitants 
had fled; but the children and old persons could 
not escape, and they were put to death without 
mercy, or driven into the flames. 

The army now came to a third town, between 
two hills; here the Felatahs were ready to make a 
brave defence. Boo-kha-loom with his Arabs 
tiegani the attack. They were received with show- 
ers of arrows, some of which were poisoned. 
Heedless of this, Boo-kha-loom dashed on, driving 
the Felatahs up the sides of the hills. Major Den- 
ham saw the Felatah women assisting the men in 
the struggle. They supplied the soldiers with 
fresh arrows, and when they retreated to the hills, 
still shooting on their pursuers, the women rolled 
down great masses of stone upon the Arabs, which 
killed several, and wounded others. 

Barca Gana, and about one hundred of his follow 
ers, attended by Major Denham, now rushed forward 
to support Boo-kha-loom. They pushed quite 
into the town; here they were met' by a small body 
of Felatahs. A desperate struggle followed. Barca 
Gana, whose muscular arm was almost gigantic, 
threw eight spears, every one of which entered the 
body of a Felatah."*^ .* 

But notwithstanding the bravery of Barca Gani.^ 
Boo-kha-loom, and their men, the arrows and spears 
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came so thick they were obliged to retire. The 
Sultan of Mandara with his troops remained at a 
distance in a very cowardly manner; and no sooner 
did they see the first assailants repulsed, than they 
ail took to flight. The Sultan led the way, and 
instantly the whole army became a flying mass. In 
utter disorder and confusion, they plunged into the 
woods, which, a few hours before, they had passed 
with very different feelings. 

Major Denham fled with the rest. His horse 
was badly wounded in the neck, and in one of his 
legs. He however rode off at a round gallop, but 
very soon the Felatah horsemen came on in swift 
pursuit. Major Denham spurred his horse, but 
the arrow which had wounded him had reached 
the shoulder-bone, and the poor animal stumbled 
and fell. Instantly, the Felatahs came upon Ma- 
jor Denham. He seized a pistol, and presented 
it to the pursuing savages, who were threatening 
him with their spears. They instantly ran off, 
but another came on more boldly. Major Den- 
ham fired his pistol, and shot the man in his 
shoulder. 

He then remounted his horse, and pushed him 
forward as fast as he could. But the animal soon' 
came down again, and threw Major Denham 
violently against a tree. The Felatah horsemen 
came galloping up. The horse was frightened, 
got upon his legs, and cantered away, leaving his 
master on foot, and unarmed. 

One of the Mandara chiefs, and four of his fol 
lowers, happened to be within a few yards of Ma- 
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jor Denham. They were seized by the Felatahs, 
stripped, and butchered on the spot. Their cries 
were dreadful, and Major Denham had reason to 
expect, that in the next moment he would share 
the same fate. He had indeed abandoned all hopes 
of life. Totally unarmed, they immediately strip- 
ped him, threw him on the ground, and made 
several thrusts at him with their spears, wounding 
him in a number of places. 

He was perfectly naked. The Felatahs were 
quarrelling by hi^%ide, for his clothes, and other 
articles which they had taken from him. He took 
advantage of the moment, and fled with all his 
speed. Two of them pursued, they soon gained 
upon him, for the prickly underwood tore his 
flesh, and obstructed his passaged 

In his flight he soon came to a stream of water, 
which flowed at the bottom of a precipice. His 
strength had almost left him, and he determined 
to let himself down into the water^ He reached 
out his hand, and took hold of some bushes for 
that purpose. As the branch yielded to his 
weight, a large serpent rose from its coil, as if in 
the act of springing upon him. He was struck 
with horror, his senses l^t him for the moment, 
the branch slipped from his hands, and he fell 
headlong into the water. 

The shock of his fall revived him. ' He swam 
across the river, and crawled up the opposite 
bank. He now saw some horsemen, through the 
trees, he fled toward them, and recognised Barca 
Gana, and Boo-kha-loom. These, with six Arabs, 
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were closely pursued by the Felatahs, Major 
Denham called, but they did not hear him. A 
negro man, however, belonging to the Sheik 
of Bornou, saw him, and took him up on his horse 
behind him. They then galloped off, the arrows 
whistling over their heads as they fled. 

Major Denham was soon supplied by Boo-kha- 
loom with a covering and a horse, and they re- 
treated as fast as possible. As they rode along, 
Boo-kha-loom fell from his horse, and in about an 
hour he died. He had been wounded in the foot 
during the battle, with a poisoned arrow, and this 
occasioned his death. 

At length the fugitives came to a stream of 
water. Major Denham's throat was so parched 
with thirst, that he could not speak. The horses 
rushed into the water, with their nostrils gushing 
with blood. Major De^am knelt down between 
the horses, and drank ™om the muddy stream. 
But he was so much exhausted that he staggered 
across the river, and fell down, insensible, at the 
foot of a tree. Here he would have perished; 
but the kind-hearted negro, before mentioned, 
after leaving him to sleep awhile, roused him, and 
assisted him to mount his horse. 

The fugitives now continued their retreat, and 
soon arrived in the Sultan of Mandara's domin- 
ions. Major Denham was so worn out with fa- 
tigue, and so sore from wounds and bruises, as 
scarcely to be able to move. He slept nearly a 
whole day and night under a tree! A good-hearted 
Arab then supplied him with clothes, and treated 
6 
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him with such kindness, that the Major shed 
many tears. Sneparated from his countrymen^ in 
a wild land, surrounded hy harharians, and strip- 
ped hy misfortune of everything he possessed, he 
was very much affected to find such unexpected 
hospitality and friendship. ^ ' 

Leaving the Sultan of IVIandara to fight the 
Felatahs, who were expected to come upon him, 
Major Denham, and Barca Gana with his men, 
set out on their return to Kouka. They sufiered 
much in their rapid journey, from hunger and fa- 
tigue. In six days, they arrived at Kouka, and 
Major Denham was very kindly treated hy the 
Sheik. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



TAe Bhfik raitet an army to go to toar with the Munga*^- 
The army Beta out^-^Major Denham proceeds by a 
different route, — They meet toith Elephants, and the 
negroes make them dance, — Party gets lost, — Adoen' 
twres of the negro Columbu8,~~Travellers arrive at 
the ShHk*s can^,^The JB^^nga make peace, — jBtimtVt- 
aiion of Barca Gana, — Return of the army,^^About 
Hippopotami, — The rainy season, — Hyenas^ 
^■'Story fif a I^oa.— JUiwftitttoet.— Jlict^— jlnit. 



Major Denham recovered very rapidly, and deter* 
mined to accompany the Sheik of Bornou who was 
going against the Munga. This was a powerful 
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lation^ who occupied a country to the west. The 
$heik set out with a large army. Major Denham 
)et out by a different road, and was soon to unite 
himself to the Sheik. 

He travelled, with several persons to attend 
him, through a country, which abounds in lions 
and other wild animals. He saw a lake three 
miles in length, in which were many hippopotami. 
He could see the black heads of these monsters 
lifled above the water. He visited the ruins of 
Birnie, the ancient capital of Bornou; this was a 
very large town, and once contained two hundred 
thousand inhabitants. It was deserted in conse- 
quence of the attacks of the Felatahs. 

Major Denham found the woods very thick, 
and wild beasts very numerous. He found here 
the bones of a man, with a hatchet near them. 
The man had, no doubt, baen killed by a lion, 
while he was chopping wood. There were many 
elephants here. The negroes made them dance 
and frisk in a very ridiculous manner, by beatings 
upon a brass basin with a stick, which made a 
loud ringing noise. 

At length the travellers became lost in the 
woods; their guides could not tell them which 
way to go. The woods were choked up with 
brambles and thorny shrubs ; beside this, there 
were many deep, large pits dug in the earth, cov- 
ered over with grass, and having sharp stakes in 
the bottom. These pits were made by the peo» 
pie for their enemies, the Tuaricks, to fall into, > 
who come to rob them. The Tuaricks are fie- 
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quently caught in these traps, and Major Denham 
expected, every moment, that he or some of hia 
party would tumble into one of them. They fired 
a gun, however, and this signal brought two ne- 
groes to their assistance. These showed them 
the way out of the wood. But Major Denham 
soon discovered that his negro servant Columbus 
was missing. He sent several persons to look for 
him. For a long time they could not find him. 
At length they found him. He, and the mule he 
was riding, had fallen into one of the pits. The 
poor mule was almost killed by the sticks at the 
bottom, which stuck into his body, but Columbus 
was only bruised. 

Major Denham and his party soon came to the 
Sheik's camp. The army consisted of ten thou- 
sand persons ; among thpm was a corps of nine 
thousand men, armed with spears and shields. 
The spears were tied together by strings, made of 
bullock skins. The Sultan of Bornou was with 
the army. He was attended by his guards, with 
heads as big as hogsheads, and stomachs to match 
them. 

While the army was making preparation to 
move forward against their enemies the Munga, 
these people, alarmed at the threatened invasion^ 
sent their chief men to the Sheik with large pres- 
ents, and made peace with him. 

About this time, the Sheik gave a horse to Barca 
Gana, which, without recollecting it, he had prom- 
ised to somebody else. He therefore sent to Barca 
Gana for the horse, in order to fulfil his other prom- 
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ise. Now, Barca Gana had been once the Sheik's 
slave, but on account of his bravery had been raised 
to high rank and power. His pride had grown 
with his fortune; so, when the Sheik's request came 
for the horse, Barca Gana sent him back all the 
horses he had given him, saying, that in future he 
would walk, or ride his own horses. 

The Sheik immediately sent for Barca Gana, had 
him stripped in his presence, reproached him with 
his ingratitude, and ordered that he should be sold 
as a slave. Barca Gana, thus humbled and disgrac- 
ed, fell on his knees, and acknowledged the just- 
ness of his punishment. He begged not for 
forgiveness, but entreated that his wives and 
children might be provided for. He was then 
taken away, and preparation was made for carrying 
the sentence into effect. 

But the next day several of the chiefs came 
before the Sheik, fell at his feet, and begged that 
Barca Gana might be restored to favor. The 
culprit at this moment chanced to come in to take 
his leave. The Sheik was very much affected, he 
threw himself back on his carpet and wept. He 
then pardoned Barca Gana, who had crept close to 
him, and suffered him to embrace his knees. 

No Prince in any country, can .be better loved 
than this good Sheik of Bornou. The people 
look upon him with the greatest affection, and he 
seems to regard them as his children. In the even- 
ing there was great rejwcing, the soldiers yelled, 
and struck their shields with their spears, filling 
the air with a prodigious clatter. Everything W- 

6* F 
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Spoke joy, and Barca Gana, in a new and rich dress, 
rode round the camp, followed by all the chiefs of 
the camp. 

The army soon began to return towards Kouka, 
and Major Denham returned with it. As they were 
passing along the borders of «. lake, at sunrise, the 
hippopotami, which are nearly as large as ele- 
phants, put their heads out of the water to hear the 
drums. So pleased were they with the music, that 
they followed the drummers the whole length of 
the lake, sometimes coming very near the shore, 
and spouting forth great columns of water. 

Having returned to Kouka, Major Denham re- 
mained there for sometime, Dr. Oudney and Cap- 
tain Clapperton both being sick. It was now Au- 
gust, and the rain3c season commenced. Bomou is 
much farther south than our country: it is as far 
south as the West Indies. In all countries near the 
equator, they have neither spring, summer, au- 
tumn, nor winter, as we have ; they have but two 
seasons, the wet and the dry. 

Well, as I said before, the rainy season commen- 
ced at Bomou. A short time before it began, the 
people sowed their grain. The land is not divided, 
and owned, by different persons as here; but each 
persoii takes possession of a vacant spot, sows his 
grain upon it, and it is his till the crop is taken off. 
The grain ripens in two months after, it is sown* 
Very little labor is necessary for its cultivation, 
and this is chiefly perforn;w3d by the women. 

But I must tell you of the rainy season. The 
rain fell in torrents, thunder and lightning waa 
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very frequent, and very terrible. The water of 
the lakes rose, and overflowed their banks. The 
woods and lurking places of wild beasts were cov- 
ered with, water. They were driven from their 
haunts, and prowled for food among the villages; 
and even broke through the walls of some of the 
towns. 

The hyenas attacked one place, entered it by 
force, and carried off two donkies, in spite of the 
people. These fierce animals howled about Kouka 
in crowds. One female slave was carricMl off by a 
lioness, and several of the female slaves were 
snatched away by the lions who lurked amid the 
grain. 

Near one of the towns, there was a tremendous 
lion who killed fgur slaves. The inhabitants at 
length assembled, and dug a deep hole where he 
was accustomed to come. In the bottom they 
fastened upright sticks with sharp points. This 
they covered with straw. Over the middle of it, 
they put a garment, so stuffed as to make it look 
like a man. They then retired, and by and by 
the lion came toward it, he crouched down a little 
way off and watched it for several hours. Ha 
then began, slyly, to creep nearer towards it, at 
length he was very close to it; then, with a sudden 
bound he sprang towards it, down he went into 
the hole, and the sharp sticks stuck into his body- 
The people then ran up to the hole, and before the 
lion could get out, they killed him. They took oflf 
his skin and carried it to M^jor Denham. It was 
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very large, and measured fourteen feet, from the 
tip of the tail to the nose. 

But the wild beasts were not the only creatures^ 
that disturbed the peace of the inhabitants of Bor* 
Dou, in the rainy season. Millions of flies and 
musquittoes filled the air, and thronged the huts* 
Nothing but fire and smoke could drive them away. 
The horses were in such agony from tl^ir ^ites, 
that it was necessary to have fires near them, to 
keep them from biting themselves to pieces. There 
were also millions of black and white ants. M«^ 
jor Penham was so bitten by black ants, that he 
looked like a person who has the measles. The 
white ants made their way into the huts, devoured 
the mats and carpets, and eat away the wooden 
jg^upports to his hut. 

Major Denham tells a story of an Arab, who laid 
down to sleep just over a nest of these destructive 
ijisects. He had wrapped himself up in a thick gar* 
ment. When he woke up in the morning, behold, 
he was naked, these greedy creatures had com- 
pletely devoured his covering ! 

After a few weeks the rainy season^vas ovqc 
The heat which is much greater here tnan in our 
country, i|turjied. The gussub crop grew with 
astonishing rapiditj. It was very abundant, ai|^ 
was soon ready to be gathered. The tamarind 
trees^ which had lost their leaves, now budded 
anew, with g^reat beauty. Thus the rainy season 
was ended, and the winter was about to begin. 

Tou must Qpt suppose, however, that a winter at 
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fiornoii, is like a winter in New England. They 
have never any snow there, and the fruits and 
ifiowers flourish at ail times of the year. 



^ CHAPTER IX 



^ I 



Bamou Dancing. — About the women. — Major Ifenkam 
goes to Loggun. — Flies and Musquittoes. — Descrip- 
tian of the people of Loggun. — Major Denham ia 
obliged to set out suddenly to return to Kouka. — 
De(Uh of Mr. Toule. — War with the Begharmi. — 
Major Denham goes to explore Lake Tchad, — The 
Shouas. — Camelopards. — The travellers set out for 
Tripoli. — They arrive safely ^ and return to England^- 

Major Denham still remained at Kouka; and his 
companions, who had heen very sick, all recover- 
ed, except Dr. Oudney. The people of Bompu 
are Mahometans, and ohserve many feast days. 
On Mahomet's hirth-day they had a great feast. 
A4]^er this ^they had a dance, axd a very singular 
dance it wais. It consisted in performing various ' 
figures, keeping time to the rough musi^f .drums. 
C^e part of the dance of the women, c%sisted in 
running backwards at each other, with great force. 
Sometimes one of them would knock another over» 
and was then greeted with great applause. Some- 
times one of them would slip aside, and leave the 
one who ran backward expecting to strike her, to 
tumble upon the ground. Sometimes they came 
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80 fbrcibiy together^ as to break the band of beads 
which they wore around their bodies. In these 
caseSythe beads would fly in every direction. 

In our country, we cannot think a negro woman 
handsome. This is because we are accustomed 
to see them in a degraded condition, and have 
therefore formed prejudices against them. In 
Europe the people have not these pre^dices, and 
do not look upon negroes with disgust. Major 
Denham says, that the women of Kouka not only 
behave very modestly; but that some were pretty, 
and some were beautifuL This was partly because 
he was fred from our prejudices, because he had 
got in some measure accustomed to see them, and 
because, no doubt, these people aii| more happy, 
and better looking, in a state of freedom and in 
their own country, than in ours, where they are 
despised and spurned, and reduced to slavery. 

In the latter part of January, Major Denham set 
out to go to Loggun to see the country. This 
place lies southeast of Kouka, and is distant from 
Kouka several days journey. He was accompa- 
nied by a young Englishman whose name was 
Toule, and who had come to Kouka since Major 
Denham's^rrival. 

On their way, the travellers crossed a broi^ 
river called Shary. They saw beadtiful forests 
with many shrubs and flowers. They saw also 
many water birds, and abundance of wild animals. 
The weather was exceedingly hot, and in some 
places, the flies and musquittoes were so thick, as 
completely to destroy their rest. In one town at 
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which they stopped, the people were obliged to 
build cells within their houses, where they might 
escape from these troublesome creatures. They 
sometimes completely devour young chickens. 
One man told Major Denham that he had two 
children stung to death by them. 

The travellers in a few days arrived at Loggun. 
They |bund the people to be a handsome, intelli- 
gent race of negroes, but not so amiable as those 
of Bornou. Their money consisted of thin plates 
of iron, resembling a horse shoe. After being here 
a short time. Major Denham was obliged suddenly 
to leave the place, and set out for Kouka. This 
was on account of the Begharmi, a warlike race of 
people, who T^ere coming in large numbers towards 
Loggun. 

Mr. Toule had been very sick for several days, 
and was wholly unfit to travel, but they carried 
him away. He grew worse veyy fast, and, though 
Major Denham was extremely kind to him, he 
died before they reached Kouka. A deep grave 
was dug in the earth, and here in this far land, away 
from his home and his country, he was buried. 
Major Denham said a short prayer over him, and 
covered the spot with prickly shrubs, tQ protect the 
body from the hyenas. He then left him; and, with 
a heavy heart, returned to Kouka. 

The Begharmi army soon came on to attack 
the people of Bornou, they were five thousand 
strong, and well armed. The Sheik of Bornou 
went out to meet them with his soldiers. ' A great 
battle was fought. The Begharmi were beaten. 
7 G 
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Some of [them submitted to the Sheikj and some 
fled. 

After this, Major Denham went to explore the 
eastern shore of lake Tchad. On his joui^pey he 
saw some Shouas, who are a wandering people, 
resembling the Arabs. There are a great many 
of them scattered over these countries. They 
never live i i towns, but possess large flocks, and 
subsist chiely on camels' milk. 

From a high hill, Major Denham had a fine 
view of lake Tchad. It is a vast lake, extending 
far beyond the reach of sight. In the lake, are 
many islands inhabited by bold and warlike tribes, 
who possess many canoes, and often rob the peo- 
ple who live round the shores. 

On his way back to Kouka, Major Denham had 
the pleasure of seeing three camelopards. These 
are very singular animals. There are some of them 
sixteen feet high, and they are the tallest animals 
known. They feed upon the branches of trees. 
They possess long slender tongues, which are 
almost as useful as the trunk of an elephant. 
Major Denham chased these animals for a consid- 
erable time, but could not overtake them. 

Having Returned to Kouka, Major Denham be- 
gan to prepare for his return to England. Capt. 
Clapperton, who had been on an expedition to 
Soudan, had returned. I shall tell you of his ad- 
ventures, by and by. Dr. Oudney, who accompa-. 
nied him, died on the journey. The two travellers 
soon joined a Kafila for Tripoli, and after a weary . 
inarch over the desert, they arrived at that place. 



I 
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People on the road towSackatoo. 
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Here they were received with the greatest joy. 
They crossed the Mediterranean sea in a vessel 
to Italy, from thence they travelled by land to 
England. They were welcomed by their friends 
with marks of great satisfaction. Theyjwere 
also exceedingly delighted at their return. Hav* 
ing been absent more than three years, and having 
lived for a long time in a barbarous country, 
everything around them appeared delightfuL One 
thing was curious : all around them were aston- 
ished at the loud maniier in which they talked. 
They had acquired the habit of talking so, by be* 
ing among barbarous nations, who always talk 
very loud. 

Thus I have told you of Major Denham's expedi-* 
tion to Africa. I hope you have been pleased with 
the account he has given of the people he has 
met with. Their character is indeed very inter- 
esting. It is true, they are always fighting, antf 
robbing each other ; but we must remember that 
they believe the Mahometan religion. This re- 
ligion does not forbid, on the contrary, it expressly 
i(uthorises such proceedings. But notwithstand- 
ing their bad retigion. Major Denham says that 
he shall, to the latest hour of his life, reihember 
them with affectionate regard, and that many of 
these untutored children of nature, possess feelings 
and principles, which would do honor to a Chris- 
tian. 

There are many people, I am sorry to say, who 
are accustomed to speak of the negroes as but lit- 
tle better than the brutes, and fit only for slaves. 
T 
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Sneh people are either ignorant or wicked. If 
the negroes in our country are degraded, the 
white people have made them so. The negroes 
are memhers of the ^great human family. They 
have mind and ieeiing, like ourselves; they are 
capable of being elevated, improved, and rendered 
happy by education ; but, on the contrary, they 
have been degraded, stupified, and rendered mis- 
erable, by ignorance, vice, and oppression. ' 
Every individual, who, directly or indirectly, 
injures the unfortunate race of negroes, or any 
individual negro, is as much to blame for it, as if 
he injured a white man. That bfenevolent God 
who made us, made them also, and he as truly 
watches over one who is black, as one who is 
white. He will as certainly inflict punishment 
on those who have been guilty of injustice, op- 
pression, or cruelty towards negroes, as if it were 
^one to white men. 



CHAPTER X. 



About Borrum, — The climate. — People. — ProdueUona,^^ 
Avxmale. — FovnU, — Beee, — Locutte. — Totone. 

I WILL now tell you of some things about Bdr- 
nou, which have been omitted in the account I 
have given you. From March to the end of June^ 
the heat is excessive in this country. The nights 
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cure very oppressive. The rainy seasons are in 
May and August. In May the tempests of rain, 
thunder and lightning are violent, and much dam- 
age is done by lighttiing. In October, the winter 
season commences. In December and January, it 
Is about as cold as h is here in April; they have 
never any snow. 

The people of Bornou have large, unmeaning 
faces; with fiat noses, large mouths, white teeth, 
and high foreheads. The Shouas, of which there 
are many wtinderingl tribes, as I have before told 
you, are a deceitful, cunning race. They profess 
to 'have a natural gift of prophecy; they write 
charms, which they pretend will keep off evil of 
every kind, and sell them to the negroes, who are 
very superstitious, • 

The people of Bornou have no bread; their 
principal grain is gussab, which is produced in 
great quantities; and with very little labor. TIte 
inhabitants eat it raw, or parched in the sun. 
When bruised, and steeped in water, it becomes 
the food of travellers and soldiers. The people 
have no salt. They raise $ome Indian corn, cot- 
ton, and iitdigo. Onions are almost their only 
vegetables. A poor man had but one wife^ a rich 
man has three or four, whom he turns away as 
often as he pleases. 

The people have dogs, sheep, goats, and cows. ' 
The her^s of cattle are immense. The Shouas 
have vast numbers. Domestic fowls are so plcn- 
tiflil, that a dollar will buy forty of them. There 
are such quantities of bees, as sometimes to stop 
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travellers from passing. The locusts often appear, 
in clouds. They eat up the Tegetables, and the 
people eat the locusts. The birds and wild animals 
are very numerous. 

The towns are principally large, and well built, 
with walls from thirty to forty feet high. Their 
houses consist of huts, the walls of which are 
smooth, and made of reddish clay. The tops are 
thatched with a species of grass. Each house is 
usually encircled by walls. 



CHAPTER XL 



jibotU Capi, Clapperton^s expedition to Sackaioo* 

I MUST now tell you, according to my promise, 
of Capt. ClappertonHi expedition to the westward 
of Bomou. He set out with a very large Kafila, 
accompanied by Dr. Oudney. They travelled 
for many days, without any particular accident. 
They passed many villages, and at length they 
arrived at a considerable town called Murmur. 

Dr. Oudney had never been well since he left 
Mourzouk. At that place, he was attacked by 
consumption, which had gradually destroyed his 
strength. For several days before he reached 
Murmur, he was scarcely fible to walk or ride. 
There, while they were attempting to lift him up-^ 
on his camel, he fell backward, and almost instant- 
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ly expired. He was buried near the town, and 
his grave was covered over with a wall of clay, to 
protect it from the wild beasts. 

Capt. Clapperton continued his journey with 
the Kafila, and at length arrived in the country 
of the Felatahs, called Houssa. The Felatahs 
had recently conquered the country, and killed, or 
sold into slavery, a greater part of the inhabitants. 
Capt. Clapperton found the country full of towns 
and villages, the land was well cultivated, and very 
neatly fenced. 

The road was thronged with travellers; and 
beneath the shady trees sat many women engaged 
in selUng their wares. Some of them were spin- 
ning cotton, and every little while they would 
take out of their pockets little looking-glasses, in 
which they would look at themselves apparently 
with great pleasure. 

Captain Clapperton at length arrivedxat Kano, 
a large Felatah town, with forty or fifty thousand 
inhabitants. The Felatahs are an actives race, 
and seem to be a mixture of the Arabs and negroes. 
Captain Clapperton here saw a snake charmer; 
he had two very poisonous serpents which he 
made dance to the beat of a drum, he also made 
them perform other feats. These snake charmers 
are common in various parts of Africa and Asia. 
The fangs of these serpents are drawn 6ut, so that 
they cannot bite. 

The people of Kaiio raise a great deal of cotton, 
which is made into narrow cloth. They are fa- 
mous for coloring cloth a very beautiful blue^ 
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Mnjor Denhini pursuing a CoraoIoopMd. 
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with indigo. The indigo is produced from a 
plant, which is cultivated in the warm regions of 
Africa, America an4 Asia. 

The women of this coi^ntry seem to have a par* 
tiality for blue. They paint their feet, hands, 
and eyebrows of this color. The men are fond 
of boxing matches, in which they sometimes, kill 
each other. In England they have similar boxing 
matches. 

There are a great many blind people at Kano, 
and in the edge of the town there is a village set 
apart for these unfortunates. The place is very 
neat and comfortable. There is also a similar 
place for the lame. When a man dies, he is bur 
led laider the floor of his own house. 

Captain Clapperton left Kano, after a short stay, 
and proceeded to Sackatoo. He found the coim- 
tiy diversified by hills, plains, and valleys. For 
the most part it was finely cultivated, and there 
were many places truly romantic and beautiful. 
The country was thickly inhabited, and the num- 
ber of gtowns and village^ very great. The people 
here, as in many parts of Africa, think it very un- 
fortunate not to be black. One woman said to 
Captain Clapperton, What a pity it is you are 
white; if you were only black, you would be a very 
good looking man. 

At length. Captain Clapperton arrived at Sacka* 
too. He was everywhere treated with the great- 
est kindness and attention on the road. The 
Sultan of the Felatahs, Who resides at Sackatoo, 
having heard of his coming, sent a troop of one 
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hundred and fifty men to meet him, and escort Mm 
to the town. When he arrived, the Sultan re- 
ceived him in the kindest manner, provided him 
with a good horse, and supplied him with abun- 
dance of food. 

The Sultan's name was Bello. He was an in- 
telligent man, and was very anxious to establish 
a trade with the people of England, by the way 
of the western coast of Africa. After staying at 
Suckatoo several weeks, Captain Clapperton re- 

• 

turned to Kouka. He describes Sackatoo as being* 
the largest town he had seen in the middle regions 
of Africa. It is surrounded by walls twelve feet 
high. It was built about the year 1805 by the 
Felatahs, who, at that period, conquered the couib* 
trv, and established that as the seat of their do- 
minion. 

The houses of Sackatoo are built in the follow-? 
ing manner. A high clay wall is erected, within 
which are several small houses and apartments. 
One of them is larger than the rest, and contains 
several rooms. They are much superior to the 
houses in Bornou. The people understand several 
trades, and carry on some manufactures. There 
are immense numbers of cattle raised near the 
town. 

On his way back to Kouka, Captain Clapperton 
was very sick. Several persons who accompanied 
him were also stek. In one night nine men and 
six horses died. He soon arrived, however, at 
Kano, where the people were celebrating a great 
feast. In all Mahometan countries, the people 



IN CENTRAL AFRICA. 9$ 

keep a fast called Rhamadan. They are gene* 
ally very strict in keeping this fast. 

During this time, they eat no meat, drink iioth* 
ing, and, in truth, almost starve themselves. After 
the fast comes the feast of Aid, which lasts three 
days; during which time, the people eat and drink 
to excess, dance, sing, frisk, and frolic, and indulge 
in all sorts of amusements. 

At Kano the people were keeping this feast. On 
this occasion many slaves are set free. Fifleeii 
were liberated at one house while Captain Glap- 
perton was there. At a place inhabited by slaves, 
he found the people dancing to the beat of drums. 
The dancers were men who had sticks in their 
hands. They jumped first on one foot and then 
on another; and clashed their sticks together, mak- 
ing a loud ringing noise. They all seemed to be 

very happy. 

As Captain Clapperton travelled along, he saw 
the people planting their grain. The mode is 
very simple. A man digs little places at regular 
intervals in the earth, which is not ploughed. A 
woman follows him with the seed. She throws 
a few grains into each hole, and covers the dirt 
over them. She then presses the earth down 
with her feet. This is the only labor necessary 
till harvest. 

On arriving at Murmur, Captain Clapperton 
found that the Arabs had destroyed the wall over 
the grave of Dr. Oudney. He went to the gov- 
ernor of the town to inquire about it. The gov- 
ernor did not give a satisfactory answer. The 
8 
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captain therefore gave him a horse-whipping on 
the spot. In consequence of which, the governor 
promised to have the wall immediately rehuilt. 

On the eighth of January, Captain Clapperton 
arrived at Kouka. The Sheik appeared very glad 
to see him, and expressed regret at Dr. Oudney's 
death. Major Denham was ahsent on an expedi- 
tion to the eastern coast of lake Tchad, of which 
I have told you. He however soon returned, and 
the travellers went hack to their native country 
as has heen related 



CHAPTER Xn. 

VariottB MaUerg and Tking$. . 

I HAVE now told you the story of Denham and 
Clapperton. The information these travellers ob- 
tained^ is deemed very important. Many attempts 
. had been before made by European travellers to 
reach Bornou, without success. We were there- 
fore very ignorant of the actual condition of that 
country, until the publicatlbn of the book from 
which I have taken the foregoing narrative. 

If you will look on the map, you will see that to 
the west of Bornou, and between that country, 
and the Atlantic Ocean, there is a great extent 
of country. Captain Clapperton travelled as far 
west as Sackatoo, the capital of Houssa. But 
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Still farther west than Houssa, there are a great 
many negro nations. In some parts, the countrj 
is crowded with population, and there are several 
kingdoms there, which are quite powerful. 

The river Niger flows through these regions; it 
is sometimes called the Joliha and sometimes the 
Quorra. There has been great curiosity among 
the people of Europe, to determine where this 
river empties itself; some persons suppose that it 
flows into some vast desert, where the waters are 
swallowed up by the sand. Others suppose, that 
it winds along through the Kong mountains to 
the south, and finally runs into the sea, somewhere 
near the coast of Guinea. 

Several travellers have attempted to penetrate 
into, the interior of these western portions of Cen- 
tral Africa. They wished to get more information 
respecting the various nations and tribes that live 
there, and they wished also to ascertain the course 
and termination of the mysterious Niger. 

There was another interesting subject of curi- 
osity here. If you will look on the map, you will 
see the name of a town called Tombuctoo or 
Timbuctoo. It lies in a northwesterly direction 
from Sackatoo. Now this place has been often 
spoken, of as a wonderful great city. The Arabs 
and Moors always represented it as a great place ^ 
having several hundred thousand inhabitants^ 
They said it contained a great deal of gold and 
silver, and that a vast number of caravans from 
Morocco, Tripoli, Egypt, and other parts of Af^ 
rica, carried on an immense trade with it. 
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Notwithstanding these representations, some 
>arned men doubted, whether it was really a very- 
large city. It was therefore a matter of great in- 
terest to know the truth. For this reason, travel- 
lers in this portion of Africa were particularly 
anxious to go to Tombuctop, examine the city, and 
thus determine, which, of the many stories told of 
it, was to be relied on. 

I shall now proceed to tell you the adventures 
of some' of the principal travellers in these regions, 
and you will then see what has been done, toward 
clearing up the many doubts that have existed 9 
as to the geography of Central Africa. 



CHAPTER XIIL 

About Mungo Park, — He goes up the Gambia and arrwet 
at JVoollu — Mutrd)o Jumbo, — The travellers proceed^ 
and go to the capital of Bondoyi. — Interview with the 
King,^About Mr. Park's blue coat,—l%e King's 
wives, 

I AM now going to tell you about Mungo Park. ' 
He was a Scotchman, and went to Africa in 1795— 
about thirty-five years ago. He sailed up the river 
Gambia, which you will see on the map, for many 
miles. He describes the country as very level, 
but very fruitful. The people have nearly the 
same domestic animals as in this country. The 
wild animals are elephants, hyenas, panthers, and 
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jackals. Along the banks of the Gambia, the 
woods are so thick, that a man can harcily pass 
between them. Among these deep forests, there 
Hre a great many savage beasts constantly prowling 
about, and when the night approaches, these woods 
are filled with fearful sounds. The shrill bark of 
the jackal, mingles with the howl of the hyena,' 
multitudes of frogs sent forth their croaking notes, 
and almost every day, tremendous peals of thun- 
der shake the land. Add to this, that the river 
has in it a great many sharks, crocodiles, and hip- 
popotami, and we can well imagine that these . 
regions must have had a strange and wild appear- 
ance to the traveller, 

Mr. Park soon left the river and went by land 
to Medina, the capital of WooUi This place had 
about one thousand inhabitants. He went to see 
the king, whom he found to be a venerable old 
negro man. He was sitting upon a mat at the 
door of his hut, and was surrounded by a great 
number of men and women, who were clapping 
their hands and singing to him. 

After staying a short time at Medina, Mr. Park 
started for Kolor. He was attended by two negro 
eervants; one was called Johnson, the other was 
a boy, whose name was Demba. Beside these, he 
had a guide furnished by the king of WooUi. As 
the traveller was entering the town of Kolor, he 
saw a strange dress composed of bark, hanging 
upon a tree. He asked the people what this 
meant, and they told him it belonged to Mumbo 
Jumbo. When he inquired Shout this personage^ 

8 H 
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they told the following story, " Mumbo Jumbo," 
said they ^* is a terrible fellow, whose business it is 
to keep . the married women in good order. If 
any one of them behaves ill, or displeases her 
husband, he calls upon Mumbo. Pretty soon 
after, the woods all round are filled with frightful 
cries and screams. 

" Then comes the terrible judge into the town, 
clothed in the dress, which he has taken down from 
the tree. Then all the inhabitants of the town 
assemble together; Mumbo goes among them, and 
they have songs, revels and dances, till midnight. 
Then the unruly wife is seized by Mumbo Jumbo, 
tied to a post, and severely whipped." Such was 
the story they told Mr. Park. I suppose Mumbo 
Jumbo is some man, who is employed to go oat 
in the woods and make frightful noises; then he 
puts on the dress which he finds on the tree,^and 
goes into the town under this disguise. I suppose it 
is all a trick of the men, to render their wives obe- 
dient. 

After leaving Kolor, Mr. Park travelled on, 
and at length came to a wilderness. Here he 
employed three elephant hunters as guides, but 
one of them soon deserted. The party proceeded, 
the hegroes having first prepared a sort of charm 
which they supposed would keep ofl* all misfortune 
during the journey. The travellers went along, 
and soon came to a large tree, with a great many 
bits of cloth hung to its branches. Mr. Park in- 
quired what this meant; and one of the guides told 
him, that it was the practice of people who triV* 
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elled here, to hangf pieees of cloth upon the iree, 
so as to ensure good luck in crossing the wilder** 
ness. 

The travellers passed the wilderness without 
accident, and at length reached, the kingdom of 
Bondou. They passed through many African 
towns and villages. In one place, Mr. Park found 
the women very rude and troublesome. They 
wanted him to give them some amber and beads, 
in which they take great delight. They surround- 
ed him, and tore his coat; and they cut off the but- 
tons from Demba's clothes. To get rid of these 
troublesome people, Mr. Park mounted his horse, 
and rode away. 

The travellers at length arrived at Fatteconda, 
the capital of Bondou. Here Mr. Park went to 
see the king, and presented him with an umbrella, 
and some amber, tobacco and gunpowder. The 
king received them graciously, and then began 
to deliver a great speech. He praised the white 
people, and said they were brave, rich, and power- 
ful, he also said they were very generous; and 
then he said he admired Mr. Park's blue coat very 
much, and, above all, he thought the bright buttons 
very beautiful. He concluded by begging Mr. 
Park to give him the blue coat, buttons and all, 
promising if he would do so, to wear it on all pub- 
lic occasions, and also to tell everybody who gave 
it to him. Mr. Park could not well refuse what 
was asked by a king, and so he gave him the blue 
coat. 

After this, he went to see the king's wives. 
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They were very much surprised at his white skin, 
and prominent nose. They told him that they 
supposed his skin was made white by his being 
dipped in milk when he was a boy, and that his 
nose would have been flat like theirs, if his mother 
had not pinched, and pulled it, when he was an 
infant. 



CHAPTER XIV 



Our traveller proceeds. — Hit route. — About a negro bkickr 
tnUth. — Mr. Park is taken for a spirit. — Arrives at 
Benou>m. — He is shut up toith a wild hog. — The Ring. 
— The king's wives. — He sees the Niger. — Arrives at 
Sego, — Interesting incidents. — A Lion.-r- Various ad' 
ventures. — Mr. Park's return. 

Our traveller soon left Fatteconda, and proceed- 
ed on his journey. He arrived at Joag, which he 
found to be a town with high walls, and every 
house in the town was surrounded by a wall. At this 
place he was robbed by a party of horse, from the 
king of the country, of all his money, and half his 
goods. 

He was very sad, but he continued to prosecute 
his journey, and at length reached Teesee. The 
people here are called Mandingoes. At Teesee, it 
is thought very improper for a woman to eat an 
egg; yet the inhabitants eat moles, rats, squir- 
rels, snakes and locusts. 

Leaving Teesee, the travellers crossed a branch 
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of the Senegal, and arrived at Jumbo, the native 
town of a blacksmith who had accompanied Mr* 
Park from Pisania. The brother of this man 
came out to meet him, accompanied by a singing 
man, and bringing a horse, that he might enter 
his native town like a person of consequence. 

As soon as the travellers approached the town 5 
they were met by severs^- of the inhabitants^ 
shouting, jumping, and singing: — and the min- 
strel began a song in praise of the blacksmith, 
extolling his courage, and exhorting his friends 
to dress an abundance of victuals for him. Hi& 
relations showed the most extravagant joy at his 
return; and his aged mother was led out, leaning 
on a staff, to congratulate her son; she stroked 
his hands, arms, and face, and seemed greatly 
delighted. 

During this tumult of joy, Mr. Park seated 
h'ii](iself beside one of the huts. But when the 
negro proceeded to detail his history, and, after 
repeatedly mentioning the kindness of the white 
traveller, pointed to the place, and exclaimed, 
*^ See him sitting there," — their joy was convert- 
ed into amazement. The eyes of all were turned 
upon the stranger, and none could comprehend 
how he had arrived without being perceived. 
The women and children could not conceal their 
apprehensions at his presence, nor, for sometime, 
could they be wholly reconciled to it, though the 
blacksmith declared him to be perfectly harmless. 

On his way from this place to Kemmoo, the capi- 
tal of Kaarta, Mr. Park happened to ride at a little 
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distance from his companions. While thus alone, he 
was met by two negro horsemen, who were struck 
with consternation at the singularity of his appear-* 
ance, and, with looks of fear, galloped off mut- 
tering prayers. Meeting his attendants, these 
men related that they had seen a tremendous 
spirit, arrayed in flowing robes, while a chill blast 
eame rushing upon them like cold water from the 
sky. 

After various adventures, Mr. Park arrived at 
Benowm, the capital of Ludamur. The people of 
this kingdom are a great part of them Moors and 
not negroes, like most of the inhabitants of Cen- 
tral Africa. At Benowm he staid sometime. 

« 

Here he was treated with the utmost insolence* 
and brutality by the Moors, who placed him in a 
hut in which a wild hog was tied. The boys, in 
the day time, amused themselves by beating and 
irritating the animal; and the men and women 
regularly assembled to tease the Christian. 

They examined his clothes, searched his pock- 
ets, wondered at the whiteness of his skin, counted 
his fingers and toes, and forced him to continue 
dressing and undressing himself, buttoning and 
unbuttoning his clothes, from morning to night; 
during all which time he was almost perishing 
both with hunger and thirst. The only food with 
which he was supplied, was a little boiled corn 
with salt and water. 

At length Mr. Park was sent for by the king, 
and taken to his presence. He found him sitting 
on a cushion. He was an old man, with a long 
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mHbite beard reaching down to his breast. After 
seeing the king, Mr. Park went to see the king's 
wives. They were all of them prodigiously great 
&t women, who could hardly walk without help. 
It seems that in this country, a woman who is 
fat, is of course thought very beautiful. In order 
to render them fat, the girls are crammed with milk 
and pudding, their mothers oAen standing over 
them with a whip to compel them to eat three or 
four times^as much as they want. « 

The king's wives examined Mr. Park's hair and 
skin very attentively. They shuddered at the 
whiteness of his complexion, and thought it a 
great misfortune not to be dark colored like them- 
selves. They were however very good to him, 
and gave him some milk and water. 

Afler having remained sometime at Benowm, 
Mr. Park lef\ that town and at length reached 
Sego, the capital of Bambarra. He met with 
many difficulties by the way. Sometimes he was 
robbed by the people; sometimes he almost perish- 
ed from thirst, and sometimes he was nearly starv- 
ed from wanit of food. A man of less courage 
would have turned back in despair; but Mr. Park, 
anxious to penetrate as far as possible into the 
country, and gain as much information as possible, 
pushed bravely on, in spite of danger and difficulty. 

A little before he reached Sego, he had the in- 
■expressible satisfaction of beholding the long- 
sought majestic Niger, glittering to the morning 
8tin, as broad as the MeiTimac or Connecticut, 
and flowing slowly in a direction from west to east.^ 
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Mr. Park immediately hastened to the brink, and, 
having drunk of the water, returned fervent thanks 
to God, for having thus far crowned his labors 
with success. 

Sego, at this time, contained about thirty thou- 
sand inhabitants. It was divided into four disr 
tinct towns, of which two were situated on the 
northern and two on the southern bank of the 
Niger. They were surrounded with high mud 
walls : the houses were also of mud, of a square 
forin, and with flat roofs. Some of them consist- 
ed of two stories, and many were whitewashed. 
The streets were narrow, and mosques appeared 
in every quarter. 

It was a market-day when Mr. Park arrived at 
Sego, and such crowds of people were crossing 
the river, that he had to wait more than two 
hours for a passage. In the meantime, Mansong, 
the king, who had been informed that a white 
man was coming to see him, sent one of his chief 
men to forbid him to pass -until he was informed 
of thfe object of his journey. The messenger di- 
rected Mr. Park to lodge at a distant village, and 
promised to visit him the next morning. 

On arriving at this village, the inhabitants, 
who viewed him with fear and wonder, refused 
either to admit him into their houses, or to give 
him food. Mr. Park took the bridle and saddle 
off his horse, and turned him loose to graze. The 
wind roared, and threatened a heavy, rain; and 
the traveller was sitting, weary and dejected, un- 
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der a tree, when he was ohserved hy a woman re» 
turning from the fields. 

She inquired respecting his situation, and, with 
looks of compassion, took up his bridle and saddle, 
and told him to follow her. She led him into her 
hut, lighted a lamp, gave him broiled fish to eat, 
and a mat to repose upon: and then, with some 
of her young women, began to spin cotton. Dur- 
ing this labor, which continued great part of 
the night, they amused themselves with songs, 
in one of which Mr. Park was surprised to find 
himself the theme. " The winds roared, and the 
rains fell. The poor white man, faint and weary, 
came and sat under our tree. He has no mother 
to bring him milk, no wife to grind his corn. 
Chorus, Let us pity the white man— "no mother 
has he.'' 

Such was the song, and Mr. Park was deeply 
affected by this instance of kindness to an un- 
protected stranger, but the only mark of gratitude 
in his power to bestow, was, to present his be- 
nevolent hostess with two of the four brass buttons 
which now remained on his waistcoat. 

The king of Bambarra, hearing that Mr. Park 
had been robbed of nearly all his property, sent 
him five thousand cowries, which are little shells, 
used in this country for money; he also ordered 
that he should be conducted on his journey. As 
they passed along, the guide frequently looked 
carefully into the bushes, appearing to be afraid 
of something. Mi*. Park inquired into the cause 
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of this conduct, and the man told him that the 
whole suironndiiig country was infested with lionaw 

Soon afterwards, as they were crossing an open 
plain, interspersed with hushes, the guide suddenly 
turned round and exclaimed,." a very large lioat" 
In a few moments Mr. Park heheld the beast^ 
crouching on the ground witti his head between 
his paws. He was of a red color, and enormous 
size. Mr. P. immediately disengaged his feet 
from the stirrups, in order to throw himself on the 
ground in case of attack, but the animal calmly 
retained his position, and the travellers rode past 
him in safety. 

Soon after this, our traveller's horse being worn 
out with hunger and fatigue^ stumbled and feH 
upon the ground. He could not be made to get 
up, Mr. Park was therefore obliged to leave him 
and proceed on foot. He was himself exhausted, 
with care, sickness, and want of food; he however 
continued on his way. At a small village on the 
Niger, he procured a boat, and went down the 
river to Silla. 

At this place, our traveller found himself too sick 
and too much worn down, to proceed farther. He 
was very anxious to go to Tombuctoo, which 
was now but two hundred miles off! Fearing, 
however, that he should die, if he attempted it, 
and that, consequently, all his valuable discoveries 
would be lost, he thought it better to turn round 
and go back. So he set out, and returned by the 
jfAme route that he had come. On his way, he 
accidentally recovered . his horse. ' The faithful 
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Bnimal, after Mr. Park lefl him, got up and grazed 
in the fields. On his way back, as the latter was 
talking to his guide, the horse, who was not fitr 
off, heard his voice, and began to neigh. This 
pleased the trayeller very much, for he was in a 
strange land, and surrounded by enemies. Under 
such circumstances, the affection *even of a brute 
beast, made his heart beat with pleasure. 

Mr. Park now travelled with the utmost possi- 
- ble expedition, along roads which the mud had 
rendered almost impassable, frequently swimming 
over the creeks with the bridle of his, horse in his 
teeth, and his papers in the crown of his hat; mis- 
taken frequently for a Moor; always receii«d with 
rudeness and suspicion; and subsisting on the 
same raw corn with his horse. 

The inhabitants of Song, one of the towns that 
he passed, believing our traveller to be a Moor, 
refused to admit hiin within their walls. He there- 
fore collected a quantity of grass for his horse, 
and threw himself down 5 nearly exhausted, beneath 
the shade o£ a tree. In the evening the roaring 
of a lion roused him, and induced him to intreat 
that they would let him enter; but this was again 
inhumanly refused. At length the beast came so 
near that Mr. Park could plainly hear his footsteps 
rustling through the grass; and he was compelled 
to seek for refuge in a tree. Here he remained till 
midnight, when the gates were cautiously opened^ 
and he was admitted. 

The next day he proceeded; and, at the distance 
of some miles from Song, he arrived at the bank 
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of a river which fell into the Niger. He had fas- 
tened his clothes upon the saddle of his horse^ 
and advanced up to his neck in the water, pulling 
the horse hy the hridle, and intending to swim him 
across, when a negro, who accidentally approached^ 
called to him vehemently to come out, otherwise 
the crocodiles would devour both him and his 
horse. On his emerging from the stream, the negro, 
-who had never before seen an European, was ex- 
cessively astonished at his appearance; he, how- 
ever, assisted him in crossing the river, and con- 
ducted him to the next village. 

I cannot relate to you the many vicissitudes^ 
that attended our traveller's journey back to the 
sea coast. He was several times robbed, and suf- 
fered from sickness, famine, and fatigue; but at 
length, after all his troubles, he reached the sea 
coast, and embarked for the West Indies. There 
he entered on board an English vessel and re- 
turned to England. He had been absent more 
than two years, and his friends received* him' as 
one that had come back from the dead. He soon 
afler published a book, giving an account of his 
travels, which added greatly to the information 
before possessed, respecting the interior of Africa. 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Jihovi Park*i $eeond expedUion, — R $eta out from Pttan* 
iOf^ArHvet at the Niger. — Varioue aneedotee and 
adoeniiuree. — The travellere proceed dmon the Niger. 
'■^WHd anmaU. — Death of Mr, Anderton, — Mr, 
Park eende hie papers to England, — He seta off to go 
down the Niger, — The whole party is murdered at 
Soussa, 

It may sieem strange that afler suffering so much 
in Africa, Mr. Fark should undertake another 
journey into that country. But the British gov- 
ernment having determined upon sending another 
expedition into these regions, offered the manage- 
ment of it to him. This he accepted, and in the 
jrear 1805 again left England to prosecute his dis- 
coveries. He was this time, better provided than 
before. He took with him several boat builders, 
thirty-six soldiers, and a Mandingo priest, whose 
name was Isaaco, to serve as a guide and interpreter. 
The party was provided with about fifty asses to 
carry their baggage. They were also accompa- 
nied by Mr. Anderson. 

They all went to Pisania, a Small town on the 
Gambia, and fVom thence took their departure on 
the 4th of May 1805. The soldiers were com- 
manded by Lieutenant Martyn. The whole num- 
ber of Europeans was forty-four. 

I shall not attempt to tell you all that befell them. 
There was never perhaps a journey, in which 
there was more suffering than in this. Unfortu* 
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nately, the rainy season set in, soon after they 
started. This rendered the travelling difficult and 
dangerous, and occasioned a great deal of sickness 
among the party. Mr. Park's exertions were un- 
wearied $ and the courage and energy he displayed, 
are worthy of the highest praise. Isaaco, the 
negro guide, was also very active, and made him- 
self very serviceable to the party. 

After travelling four months, Mr. Park reached 
the Niger, or Joliba as it is called by some of the 
natives. 

But, alas ! what havoc had death made among 
his companions. Out of four boat builders with 
which he started, one only was living, and of th^ 
thirty-six soldiers, all but six were dead ! 

I will relate to you a few of the adventures of 
the travellers, on their Way from the Gambia to 
the Niger. 

In. the morning of the 1 5th of May the party 
arrived once more at the banks of the river Gam- 
bia, and halted during the heat of the day beneath 
the shade of a large tree, one under which Mr. 
Park had before rested in his journey from the in- 
terior. The river was here about a hundred yards 
wide, and swarmed with wocodiles. Mr. Park 
counted at one time thirteen of these animals 
ranged along the shore He also saw three of 
those immense quadrupeds, called hippopotami, 
or Avei* horses. 

Ql9« day, as they were%ear a small creek, some 
of the people went in search of wild honey, which 
they expected to find in the woods j unfortunate- 
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ly, they disturbed a large sWann of bees. The in« 
sects flew oirt in immense numbers, and at the 
same time attacked both men and beasts. By 
good luck, most of the asses were loose, and were 
enabled to gallop aWay up the valley; but both the 
horses and men were much stung, and were oblig- 
ed to scamper off, as well as they could, in all dir 
rections. 

The fire which had been kindled for cooking the 
victuals, being thus deserted and unattended to, 
spread, kindled the bamboos, and had nearly burnt 
the baggage. In fact, for half an hour, the bees 
seemed to have completely put an end to the jour- 
ney. Towards the evening, and when the cattle 
could be collected, many of them were found to 
be much stung and swelled about the head. Three 
asses were missing; one died in the evening, one 
next morning, and Mr. Park was obliged to leave 
another behind. Many of the people also suffered 
great pain from the stings of the bees.. 

In crossing the river Gambia, one of the soldiers 
unfortunately was drowned. Hippopotami were 
here so numerous, that Mr. Park was unable to 
sleep, in consequence of their coming close to the 
bank, and keeping up«an incessant snorting and 
blowing. 

At the place where they halted for the night, 
they were much annoyed by wolves; and, during 
their progress on the ensuing day, they saw ^st 
numbers of monkeys amoiig the rocks. 

One evening, they were visited by a tremendous 
hurricane. As soon as its violence had somewhat 
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abated, they heard a particular sort of roarings, or 
growling noise, from animals which seemed to be 
prowling round the cattle. Two muskets were 
fired, to keep them at a distance ; but these had 
no effect, and Mr. Park and Lieutenant Martyn 
lighted branches of withered grass, and went in 
search of them. They got near one of them, and 
fired at him as he went off among the long grass. 

When they returned to the tents, the natives 
told them that the animals they had been in search 
of were young lions ; and that, unless a good look 
out were kept, some of the cattle would probably 
be killed dyring the night About midnight the 
lions returned, and attempted to seize one of the 
asses. This so much alarmed the rest, that they 
broke the cords by which they were fastened, and 
came, at full gallop, among the tent ropes. Two 
of the lions followed them', and approached so near, 
that the sentry cut at one of them with his sword. 

On the dd of July they arrived at a village on 
the bank of the river Wonda; the inhabitants of 
this place conveyed the baggage over the river in 
their canoes. The passage, however, was found 
very difficult for the asses; for the river was rocky 
and shallow, and whenever their feet touched the 
bottom, they stood still. 

Isaaco was very active; and he had nearly lost 
his li^ by his exertions. In the act of driving six 
of the asses at once across the river, when he was 
about the middle of the stream, a crocodile rose 
cJose to him, and, seizing him by the left thigh, 
pulled him under water. With great presence of 
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miivl, he felt the head of the anixAal, and thrust his 
fingers into its eye : on this it quitted its hold, and 
tsaaco attempted to reach the shore, oalUng out 
for a knife^ hut the animal returned, seized him hy 
the other thigh) and again pulled him under water. 
He had recourse to his former expedient, and thrust 
his fingers into its eyes "with such violence, that 
it again quitted him; and, when the crocodile 
rose, it flounced about on the surface as if stupi- 
fied, and then swam down the river. Isaaco reached 
the bank, bleeding very much, and with his thighs 
much lacerated : he had also several teeth wounds 
on his back. v 

At a place called Bengassi several of the men 
were extremely ill. One, who had been removed to 
the shade of a tree, at a little distance from the 
tents, was attacked in the night by wolves : he was 
roused by their touching his feet; and a horrible 
howl, which they set up on being disturbed, alarm- 
ed him so much that, ill as he was, he started up 
and ran to the tents. 

One evening, as Mr. Park was riding at a quick 
pace, in hopes of reaching some village before dark, 
he heard a noise like the barking of a large mas- 
tiff, but ending in a fuff like that of a <;at. Mr. 
Park thought it was made by some large monkey; 
and was observing to his friend, " what a bouncing 
fellow that must be," when they heard another 
bark, nearer to them, and presently a third, still 
nearer, accompanied by a growl. 

They had not proceeded an hundred yards fur- 
ther, when, coming to an opening in the bushes, 
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they were astoiiislied to see three lions approaching 
them. These animals were of a dusky color, like 
an ass, and very large. They eame bounding 
over the long grass, not one afler another, but all 
abreast. Mr. Park let go the bridle and walked for- 
ward to meet them. He- fired at the centre one. 
They stopped, looked at each other, and then 
bounded away a few paces, when one of them stop- 
ped and looked back. 

While Mr. Park was anxiously engaged in re- 
loading his piece, they marched slowly off among 
the bushes. Mr. P. and his friend had not pro- 
ceeded more than half a mile farther, when they 
heard another growl, .close to them, among the* 
bushes. This was doubtless made by one of the 
lions they had lately seen. They made a loud 
noise, and no more was heard of them. . 

You will perceive by these anecdotes, that the 
lion, whose courage we have so often heard of, is, 
in fact, a very cowardly beast. He crouches along 
in the thickets, and steals upon his prey, as a cat 
does upon a mouse. When he is boldly resisted, 
he sneaks back again into the bushes. He does 
not chase his prey, but suddenly bounds upon it, 
from his lurking place. 

But wild beasts were by no means as trouble- 
some to the travellers as the people. They all 
.seemed to have the greatest fondness for thieving. 
Wherever the travellers went, they were surround- 
ed, and no opportunity for pilfering was omitted. 
The boys were very dexterous, in snatching up 
and running off with anything that was lefl in 
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their way. In this manner, the travellers lost a 
great many guns, pistols, and other articles. 

Soon afler they reached the Niger, they came 
to Bambakoo, a small village on the northern 
bank. 

The Dooty or Judge sent them a bullock. This 
was fastened to a tree close to the tent, where al^ 
the asses were tied; but, as soon as it was dark, the 
wolves attacked it and tore its bowels out. These 
animals also dragged two large cloth bundles, from 
the tent to a consiiderable distance; and they eat 
off the skins with which they were covered. 

Mr. Park continued three days at this village, 
where he hired canoes to convey himself, Mr. An* 
derson, and two other persons, down the Niger, 
while Mr. Martyn, with the remainder of the party, 
proceeded by land. 

On passing an island in one of the rapids, they 
saw, close to them, a large elephant, of red clay 
color, with black legs; and near another island, 
three hippopotami. The report of a musket fright* 
ened them all away. As the canoes were gliding 
along the shore, one of the men struck a fine tartle 
with his spear, and brought it on board. 

At Marraboo, on the 28th of October, Mr. An- 
derson, who had beeh long sick, died. He was 
the brother-in-law and friend of Mr. Park. He 
was an amiable man, and his4 death cast the 
deepest gloom over Mr. Park's mind. He now 
feh as if he were a second time alnuSst alone, and' 
fktendiess, amid the wilds of Africa. 

After leaving Marraboo, the party sailed down 
10 
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the river to Sansandingf. At this place, Mr. Park 
prepared an account of his journey thus far, which 
was taken hy Isaaco to the mouth of the river 
Gambia, and thence transmitted to England. This 
account was puhlished, and gives a correct history 
of the expedition from its leaving Pisania, till its 
arrival at Sansanding. Mr. Park had now with 
him, Lieutenant Martyn and three soldiers. These 
were all that remained of the forty-four Europe- 
ans, who started with him at -Pisania. He had 
also a guide, recommended by Isaaco, as one of 
the greatest travellers in Africa. 

At 'the time of his embarkation he had to regret, 
that of fortyofour Europeans, who had lefl the 
Gambia in perfect health, only five then remained, 
namely, himself. Lieutenant Martyn, and three 
dbldiers, one of whom was deranged in his mind. 
** Buti" he observes in his letter to Lord Camden, 
'^ though all the Europeans who are with me should 
die, and though I Were myself half dead, I woukl 
8tiU persevere; and if I could not succeed in the ol>-' 
ject of my journey, I would at last die on the 
Niger." 

Mr. Park's intention was to descend the Niger 
until he came to its mouth. He imagined that it 
emptied into the Atlantic ocean, somewhere on 
the western cOast of Africa, and believed he should 
be able to reach the sea in three months. But, 
alas! a sad destiny awaited him and his compaiH 
ions. After leaving Sansanding, nothing was 
heard from them for a long time, but at length 
tidinga came, that they had all perished. There 
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was, however, greaf uncertainty for many years^ 
as to the particular manner of their death. 

At length Isaaco, who happened to be at an 
English settlement, on the Senegal, w^s sent to 
ascertain their fate. 

He commenced his journey in January, 1810, and 
reached Sansanding on' the 4th of October. At a 
village not iar from that town, he found the guide 
whom he had recomn^ended to Mr. Park. From 
this person he, learned that Mr. Park^ Lieutenant 
Martyn, and three other white men, with three 
slaves, having proceeded down the Niger, into 
the country of Houssa, were attacked by the na- 
tives at a village called Boussa : that the party in 
the boat defended themselves with the utmost bra- 
very; but that, being overpowered by numbers, all 
the white men perished. This melancholy event, is 
supposed to have taken place about four months 
after their departure from Sansanding. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



Certain Tuckey*t e^edition up the river Zaire, 

I HAVE told yon^ that Mr. Park supposed the Niger 
to run to the souths after passing Timbuctoo, and 
to empty into the Atlantic ocean, on the western 
coast of Africa. His opinion was, that the river 
Zaire, or Congo, was actually the mouth of the 
Nige*". In 1816, the British government sent ah 
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expedition under Captain Tuckey, with orders to 
proceed up the river Zaire, and attempt to discov- 
er whether that river and the Niger, were really 
the same, or not 

The expedition consisted of several learned 
men, fifty-seven seamen, and some officers. They 
went in two vessels, one of which was called the 
Congo, and the other, the Dorothy. In three 
months after leaving England, they reached the 
coast, and at length proceeded up the river. 

On the 12th of July, Captain Tuckey caused all 
the provisions and stores to he taken from the 
Dorothy, and placed on board the Congo, intending 
to proceed up the river with the latter vessel only. 
For a considerable distance, the shore on ea6h 
side, was a swamp six or seven miles in width, 
• covered with mangrove trees. 

The weather was clear and pleasant; and as 
the Congo proceeded, the banks of the river ap- 
peared to be thickly clad with trees and shrubsj 
of various and ' interesting forms. The whole 
scene was solemn and beautiful. 

That Captain Tuckey might lose as little time 
as possible in reaching Embomma, a considerable 
town at some distance up the river, he left the 
CongOy and proceeded in a double boat belonging 
to that ship. They sailed or rowed along the 
northern bank of the river; and their progressi 
especially in the evening, was peculiarly agreea- 
ble: lofty mangrove trees overhung the boat: a 
great variety of palm trees vibrated in the breeze; 
and immense flocks of parrots, by their chatter- 
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ing, alone disturbed the solemn silence of the 
woods. 

At day-break of the 25th, Captain Tuckey> ob 
served, on the bank of the river^ a perpendicular 
rock of granite, resembling a mass of ruins. This 
was called the Fetiche Rock.^ He went in the 
boat to examine it; and just as he reached it, two 
hippopotami, were observed about a hundred yards 
from the shore, with their heads above water, 
snorting in the air. On the face of this roek, 
which the natives believed to be the residence of 
a spirit that presides- over the river, were a great 
number of curious figures. 

Having come near the town of Embomma, Cap- 
tain Tuckey and his attendants were taken to the 
king at that place. He was dressed in a very cu- 
rious manner. 

He wore a crimson plush jacket, with enormous 
gilt buttons: round his loins he had a piece of red 
velvet; and, in addition to a pair of red mgrocco. 
half-boots, his legs were muffled in pink sarsenet 
in place of stockings. On his head was an Immense 
high-crowned hat, embroidered with gold, and 
surmounted by a kind of crown of artificial flow- 
ers. Round his neck hung a long string of ivory 
beads, and a large piece of coral. 

After some conversation, a keg of rum, which 
the captain had brought, was produced, and with 
it an English white earthenware wash-hand bason, 
covered with dirt. Into this, dirty as it was, some 
of the liquor was poured, and distributed to the 
ccmipany. The king excused himself, by saying, 
10* K 



114 TALES OF TRAVELS 

that he drank only wine ; and he retired for the 
purpose of ordering dinner. The moment he dis- 
appeared, the company began to scramble for a 
drink of the rum; and one fellow, dropping his 
dirty cap into the bason, as if by accident, snatched 
it out again well soaked, and sucked it with great 
satisfaction. 

After this, the king gave a feast, and then he 
made very particular inquiries, what Captain 
Tuckey and his men had come for. He thought 
itheir object must be either to trade or make war, 
and it was almost impossible to make his majesty 
understand, that they had come for the purposes 
of discovery. 

After remaining at Embomma several days, the 
Englishmen set out, and returned to their boat. 

They once more embarked, and began to ascend 
the river above Embomma. In their, progress 
they passed between many high ridges of barren 
rocky hills. In some places there were little val- 
leys, in which they saw plantations of cassava and 
Indian corn, and many palm-trees. 

Afler having proceeded a considerable distance. 
Captain Tuckey went ashore to see the king pf 
Noki. They found him surrounded with about 
filly of his great men, all squatted on the ground, 
which was covered with leopard and lion skins. 

When he had conversed with the king sometimej 
Captain Tuckey ordered a keg of brandy, which 
he had brought, to be .opened. An excessive scram- 
Ue immediately took place among the great men 
for a taste of the liquor. One of them havingr 
been unable to obtain any, his neighbour^ who 
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had been isore fortunate, and who had kept the 
keg to his lips as long as he could hold his breath, 
generously spit a portion of what he had obtained 
into his friend's mouth ! 

Having returned to his boat, the captain and 
his men proceeded up the river. But, by and by, 
they met with rapids, which obliged them to leavo 
their boat, and proceed by land. They went on, 
and passecl a great many villages, and saw abun- 
dance of monkeys and buffaloes. 

They also met with multitudes of ants, some of 
which had little dwellings about two feet high,, 
shaped like toadstools. Once, they pitched their 
tent over a nest of ants, which attacked' them in 
the night, drove them out, and obliged the people 
to sleep in the open air, though it was raining. 

The travellers had a very hard time of it, but 
they pushed on, until they had proceeded two 
hundred and eighty miles up the river. Here they 
were so much exhausted, that they were compelled 
to turn about, and go back. On their return, sev«* 
eral of the party were taken sick, and in a few 
days, a number of them died. 

Captain Tuckey'at length reached the ship, but 
he was so worn out with fatigue, that he expired 
soon ailer. Almost nil those who had accompanied 
him, also died in a short time, and but a few of 
the whole number were left to return to England, 
with the sad intelligence of what had happened. 

Captain Tuckey found the country along the 
river generally covered with woods; there were, 
however, many open, fertile plains. A very small 
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portion of the land was cultivated, aad ihe labor ^ 
was almost wholly performed by the women. He 
met with a great many negro villages, the people 
of which were stnpid, barbarous, and in a state of 
poverty. 



CHAPTER XVn. 

Mr. Bowdich'i account of the Mistion to AshatUee. 

I WILL now tell you about Ashantee, a powerful 
kingdom of negroes, near the western coast of 
Africa. There is an English settlement on the 
coa^t, called Cape Coast Castle. As the people 
here had frequent troubles with the Ashantees, it 
was thought best to send a mission to the king, 
for the purpose of telling him that his majesty, the 
king of England, was a very mighty prince, and 
that he could, if he would, be very troublesome. 

The object of the mission was, to persuade the 
negro monarch that it would be much better for him, 
to cultivate peace and friendship with the English, 
rather than provoke them to make war upon him. 

The expedition was placed under the command 
of a Mr.. James. He was attended by several 
learned men, among whom was Mr. Bowdieh. 
There were also several other persons attached to 
the expedition. The party set out on the 32d of 
April, 1817. Mr. Bowdich has written a narr»o 
tive of the mission, from which I have extracted 
the following details. 
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They proceeded a little distance eastward along 
the coast, before they struck off into the interior. 
In an oarly part of the journey, they passed through 
a- beautiful valley, profusely covered with pines, 
aloes, and lilies; and richly varied with palm, bana- 
na, plantain, and guava trees. Mr. Bowdich had 
never before seen soil so rich, nor vegetation so 
luxuriant. 

On the 26th the mission left this place, and pro- 
ceeded through two romantic little valleys, the hills 
around which were ornamented with trees, ex- 
hibiting ahnost every tint and character of, foliage. 
In one place, the cotton trees, which shaded the 
foreground, were near* one hundred and forty feet 
in height. The mission next entered a thick for- 
est. Here the travellers suffered great inconven- 
ience from troops of large black ants, which were 
too numerous to be avoided; and which, .by se- 
verely stinging them, occasioned great pain. In 
one part of this forest they rested for the night, 
sleeping in hammocks slung upon the lower branch- 
es of trees. The next morning they continued 
their march through the same dark solitude, and 
passed three small streams, two rivers, and five- 
or six swamps'. 

On the ensuing night they were obliged to halt 
in a place where the ground was very damp, and 
swarmed with reptiles and insects. From this 
place the path was a labyrinth, obstructed in almost 
ev^ry part by the roots of cotton trees. Immense 
trunks of fallen trees likewise presented incessant 
barriers to their progress. The travellers were 
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frequently obliged to wait till the underwood was 
cut away, before they could proceed. In every 
part of this forest, the trees were covered with 
parasitical and climbing plants. Some of theaet 
like small cables, ascended the trunks to a great 
height, then abruptly shot downward, crossed to 
the opposite trees, and threaded each other in th& 
utmost perplei^ty of twists and turns. Parrots, 
and otlier birds of bright plumage were numerous 
among the branches. 

Afl;er passing through the forests, which are very 
extensive, the travellers came to a thickly settled 
country. They met with a great many negro 
villages, some of them of a considerable size. 

On the 19th of May, the mission arrived at 
Goomassie, the capital of Ashantee. They en- 
tered the town, passing a sacrifice of a dead sheep, 
Wrapped up in red silk, and suspended between 
two lofty ^oles., Upwards of five thousand people, 
ail negroes, and the greater part warriors, met 
them with awful bursts of martial music: this 
consisted of the discordant sound. of horns, drums, 
rattles, and gong-gongs, played with a zeal bor- 
dering on frenzy. The smoke by which the tra- 
vellers were encircled, from the incessant firing of 
muskets, prevented them from seeing anything be 
yond the surrounding objects. 

They halted, and several of the Ashantee cap 
tains performed a war. dance. The dress of t^ 
captains was a war cap, with gilded rams' horns, 
projecting in front; the sides extended to an inoK 
mense height with plumes of eagles' feathers, and 
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fsBtenod under the chin by bahds of small dhelki. 
Their vest was of red cloth, covered with strange - 
figures. Small brass bells, the horns and tails of 
animals, shells and knives, were suspended from 
various parts of their body and arms. Long leop- 
ards' tails hung down their backs. A small quiver 
of poisoned arrows hung from their riglit hands. 
In their left hand they carried a small spear cov- 
ered with red cloth and silk tassels. 

After the war dance was over^ the travellers 
proceeded about half a mile, to the palace of the 
king. They were then led to the market place. 

The scene which here burst upon them excited 
their astonishment. A space nearly a mile in cir- 
cumference, was crowded with magnificence and 
novelty. The king, his tributaries, and captains, 
were resplendent in the distance, surrounded by ' 
attendants of every description, and fronted by a 
mass of warriors which seemed to render the ap- 
proach to them impossible. The sun was reflect- 
ed, in a most brilliant manner, from the massy gold 
ornaments * which glistened in every direction. 
More than a hundred bands of music, on the arri- 
val of the strangers, burst forth at once with the 
peculiar airs of their respective chiefs. At least a 
hundred umbrellas, or canopies, each of which 
would have sheltered thirty persons, were inces- 
santly moved up and'down by the bearers. 

The king^s messengers, with gold breast-plates, 
made way for the gentlemen of the mission, who, 
as they passed along, stopped to shake the hand 
of every governor. A small silken band generally 
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encircled the temples of the governors, and they 
wore massive gold necklaces. Some of them had 
necklaces of heads, which reached nearly to their 
waist; and innumerable other ornaments of gold, 
fihells, &c. on and around various parts of their 
bodies. Their sandals were of green, red, and 
white leather. Manillas, or rings of gold, and im- 
mense lumps of gold, hung from their left wrists. 
Gold and silver pipes and canes dazzled the eye 
on every side. The heads of wolves and rams 
cast in gold, and as large as life, were hung from 
their gold-handled swords. There were many 
large drums, each carried on the head of one man, 
and beaten by two others. These drums were 
braced round with human thigh bones, and orna- 
mented with skulls Kettle drums, covered with 
leopard-skin, . were placed on the ground, and 
scraped with wet fingers. These people were all 
negroes, but in one place were several Moors ar- 
rayed in Targe cloaks of white satin, richly trimmed 
with spangled embroidery; and having on their 
heads immense turbans of white muslin, each with 
a border of different colored stones. 

When the gentlemen of the mission approached 
the king., they found him sitting, surrounded by 
a splendid retinue, and having before him a great 
quantity of massive silver plate, consisting of 
punch bowls, waiters, coffee pots, tankards, and a 
large vessel with heavy handles and clawed feet. 
His manners were dignified, but courteous. He 
did not allow his surprise to deprive him for a 
moment of the composure of the king. 
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He wore a fillet of beads round his temples, and 
a necklace of gold ornaments shaped like cocks' 
spurs. Over his right shoulder he had a red silk 
Gord, supporting three charms, cased in gold. His 
bracelets were formed of beads and gold: his knees 
were surrounded by bands of beads, and his ankles 
with gold ornaments of delicate workmanship, 
representing small drums, stools, swords, guns, 
and birds, clustered together. From his waist 
downward, he was clad in dark green silk. A 
crown was painted in white on his forehead. 

The Englishmen pursued- their way through 
this splendid circle, and were then led to some 
seats under a tree. Here they were obliged to 
remain for two hours, to receive the compliments 
of the whole company. The weather was exces- 
sively hot, and they were very glad to be taken 
to some old buildings, where they remained during 
the night. 

The next morning the king sent for the travel- 
lers, and inquired why they had come to Coomas* 
sie. Mr. James told him that their object was to 
make a treaty of peace and friendship with his 
majesty, and as evidence of his good intentions, he 
presented the king with two pair of richly cut 
glass decanters, a handsome lamp, two musical 
snuff-boxes, a bird organ, some kaleidescopes, and 
watches; a telescope, camera obscura, magic lan- 
tern, and microscope; Arabic Bibles, and other 
Arabic books) a double-barrelled gun, two boxes 
of carpenters' tools, a small plough, and an air gun. 
When the different articles were displayed before 
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the king, nothing could exceed his surprise and 
pleasure, " Englishmen," he said, '' know how to 
do everything proper." 

The stnmgers while at Coomassie were one daj 
amused by seeing the king walk abroad in great 
state. He was dressed in an old-fashioned Dutch 
suit, of brown velveteen, richly embroidered with 
silver thistles, and having an English epaulet sewed 
on each shoulder. He had on a cocked hat, bound 
with gold lace, and white shoes. A. small dirk was 
suspended from his waist : and he carried in his hand 
a long silver-headed cane. 

On ond occasion he invited the gentlemen to din*^ 
ner at his country palace, a few miles distant from 
Coomassie. They went\about two o'clock, and 
were conducted through a short avenue, into the 
king^s garden, a space about one fourth as large 
as Boston Common. In the centre were fixed 
four great umbrellas of new scarlet cloth; and 
under these was the dining table, covered in the 
most sumptuous manner. 

The king's massive silver plate, which had been 
obtained from the European settlements, was well 
disposed; and silver forks, knives, and spoons 
were laid. A large silver waiter supported a roast- 
ed pig in the centre. The other dishes on the 
table were roasted ducks, fowls, stews, peas-pud« 
ding, (be. Upon the ground, on one side of the 
table, were various kinds of soup and vegetables ; 
and, ranged on the opposite side, were oranges, 
pines, and other fruit; sugar-candy, port and Ma* 
deira wine, spirits, and Dutch cordials. 
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Before the gentlemen sat down, the king pre* 
sented them with a certidn snm in gold, a sheepi 
and a hog. They never saw a dinner more hand- 
somely served, and they never eat of a better. At 
the conclusion of the feast, the king gave all the 
wine and cordials that remained, together with 
the table cloth and all the napkins, to the servants. 

Many of the females of Ashantee are well form- 
ed and beautiful women, notwithstanding their 
black color. 

The laws of Ashantee allow the king to have 
5,3SS wives; and this number is carefully kept up 
ibr the purpose of enabling him to present wives 
to his warriors and other meritorious officers : but 
it is never exceeded; for it is considered a mystical 
number. Several of his wives live at his country 
houses, and many of them he is supposed never 
even to have seen. Some of the streets of Coo- 
massie are occupied by them exclusively. 

Mr. Bowdich estimated the military force of 
Ashantee at no fewer than two hundred and four 
thousand men; every man capable of bearing arms 
is liable, in case of necessity, to serve in the army. 
The crime of cowardice is invariably punished by 
death. ^ 

The people of this country, are involved in tha 
darkest and most gloomy superstition. 

The Ashantees believe in a great number of 
fetishes, or subordinate deities, whom they sup- 
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pose to inhabit particular rivers, woods, and mouor 
tains; but they assert that all these are under the 
influence of one Supreme Being, with whom kings. 
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^aboceere, and persons of the higher classes reidde 
after death, enjoying an eternal renewal of the 
state and luxury they possessed on earth. 

It is usual to offer human sacrifices on numerous 
solemnities. On one occasion, the king immolated 
in succession all those of his subjects who had done 
anything to displease him; and the executioners 
traversed the streets during a whole night, and 
dragged to the palace, for the same purpose, every 
one whom they could seize. The sacrifices on 
this occasion were continued for seventeen days. 

The people of Ashantee, when they drink, 
always spill a little of the liquor on the ground, 
as an offering to the fetish; and whenever they 
rise from their chairs or stools, they instantly lay 
these on one side, to prevent the devil (whom they 
believe to be of white color) from slipping into 
their places. 

The houses of Coomassie are entirely different 
from the general huts of negroes. The walls are 
Very artificially constructed of wood-work, bam- 
boos, and mud. The roofs are ridged, and cov- 
ered with a kind of thatch. -There are various 
ornaments on the walls, both externally and inter- 
nally; and the steps and floors, which are of clay 
and stone, are daily paii^ted with a kind of red 
ochre and water. The doors are formed of entire 
pieces of wood of the cotton tree, having upon 
them numerous cross pieces, variously cut and 
painted. 

The inhabitants are cleanly, both in their dwel«- 
Hngs and their persons: and the rubbish and filth 
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of each house is every morning burnt at the back 
of the street. The king's palace is an imq^ense 
building, consisting of a variety of oblong courts 
and regular squares, the former having arcades 
along one side. Some of the windows have frames 
cased with gold. 

The town of Coomassie is about four miles in 
circuit. It is built on the side of a rocky hill of 
iron-stone, and has an extensive marsh close to it. 
This marsh contains many springs, from which 
the town is supplied with water; but the exhala- 
tions from it cover the place with a dense ibg 
ev^ry morning and evening, and render it un- 
healthy. In the town there are several regular 
streets, all of which have names. That in which 
the gentlemen of the mission resided was called 
Osamarandiduiim, meaning literally, " With a 
thousand muskets you could not fight with those 
who live there." The palace is in a long and 
wide street^ which runs through the middle of the 
town. 

There are markets at Coomassie every day, 
from about eight o'clock in the morning till sunset. 
Each of the stalls consists of a square frame, cov- 
ered with cotton cloth, and supported by a pole 
stuck into the ground. Among the articles exposed 
to sale, are beef, mutton, wild hogs, venison, mon- 
key's flesh, and fowls; yams, plantains, corn, sugar- 
cane, and rice; large snails, smoke dried, and stuck 
in rows on sticks; oranges of large size and exqxu^ 
ite flavor, pine-apples, and bananas. 
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Thus I have given you a description of this 
markable country, which is extracted from Mr. 
Bowdich's account. Mr. James returned to C^pe 
Coast Castle soon after his arrival, but Mr. Bow- 
dich remained for four months, and succeeded in 
making an amicable arrangement with the king. It 
was farther agreed, that an English agent should 
reside^ at Coomassie, with a view to promote 
commercial intercourse, between the English and 
Ashantees. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

About Captain ClappeAon*i second expedition to Saekatoo, 

In the fore part of this book, I have given an ac« 
count of Capt. Clapperton's journey from Bornou 
to Saekatoo, in the year 18S4. At that time, he 
was very favorably received by Bello, the Sultan 
of the Felatah kingdom, which is pow extended 
nearly throughout Houssa. 

Bello signified a wish, as I have before stated, 
to open a communication with the English, so that 
English merchandise might be brought to his coun* 
try, by way of the western coast of Africa. YHien 
Capt. Clapperton returned to England, he reported 
these things to the government. . 

It was thought to ofier a good opportunity to 
open a trade with the Felatah country, and estaMirii 
an intercourse with the people. Another expedition 
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was therefore immediately fitted out, with instme- 
tions to proceed to the western coast of Africa, and 
from thence to Sackatoo, for the purpose of carry- 
ing into effect the arrangement proposed by the 
Sultan. 

This expedition was placed under the command 
of Capt. Clapperton. He was accompanied by an 
English servant named Richard Lander, and some 
other persons. They reached Badagry in De- 
cember, and on the 7th of that month, 1835, com- 
menced their travels. 

The first part of their journey lay through very 
thick fbiests, and the travelling was difiicult and 
painful. At length they arrived at the negro town 
of Bidgie. The governor of this place, who was a 
fine young fellow, received them very kindly. He 
said, that neither he nor his people had ever seen 
white men before, and therefore they were politely 
requested to stay till the governor could give^hem 
a feast. 

Here the travellers observed some women, marked 
in a very curious manner. They had small raised 
dots like wens, on their foreheads and cheeks, about 
half an inch apart. These -were esteemed very 
oeautiful; they had been made by cutting, and 
raising the skin. 

It seems very surprising, that any people should 
submit to so much pain as these women had done, 
for thd mere sake of fashion. But we can see the 
eame disposition manifested, thoughr in a different 
way, in our own country. We may observe persons 
every day, giving money which has cost them sev- 
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ef ftl months of labor, for a single article of dietBi 
only to enable them to appear in the fashion. 

Alter leaving Bidgie, the trarellers proceeded to 
L^^oo. In the movning, after their arrival, the Ca- 
boceer or governor sent for them, and they paid him a 
.visit. He was seated on a mat, and behind him 
sat about two hundred of his wives. Captain Clap- 
pertongave him some grog*, which he drank off with 
great relish; turning himself round, however, so that 
the company might not see him drink. 

Several of his people were with him; and as they 
are obliged,, when they come into his presence, to 
fall down and kiss the earth, they were covjsred with 
dirt. They are also required to put dust or clay on 
their heads, and this added to their dirty appear* 
ance. 

When the travellers told .the governor that a 
white man was allowed but one wife, it seemed very 
ridiculous to the whole company, and he, with all his 
wives, laughed immoderately. 

The travellers- lefl Laboo, ana soon arrived at 
Jannah. At this place, people pay extraordinary 
respect to dogs. In general, the negroes of Africa 
treat this faithful animal in a very cruel manner. 
But here. he is made the companion of man; he has 
collars round his neck of different colors, sits by his 
master, and follows him in all his journeys and visits. 

The travellers found at this place some articles 
of merchandise, which the people had procured from 
the English nf&rchants at Badagry. Captain Clap<- 
perton remarks, that, thus far in his journey, the 
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people appeared to be very honest, and very well 
governed. 

At Jannah, the travellers went to see the gover** 
nor, who was surrounded by a great many people, 
and dressed in a rich crimson damask robe, and a 
red velvet cap. To astonish the white men with 
his grandeur, he changed his dress three times, each 
time wearing a richer one than before. After this, 
he took two of the travellers by the hand, led them 
to an open space, and there they all three performed 
an African dance. Captain Clapperton describes 
the scene as being very laughable. 

At length the ceremonies were over; but in the 
evening the travellers wished to see the governor 
again, and accordingly sent him a message to that 
eSecU The answer returned, was this. ''His 
Highness is drunk tonight, but he will see you in the 
morning." 

At length Captain Clapperton and his oompan* 
ions arrived at Katunga, the capital of Tourriba* 
This is a large kingdom of negroes, whose noses are 
not flat, but prominent Uke those of white people. 
They are a very good looking race. They have a 
very small breed of horses, and also a small breed 
of homed cattle. Some of these have humps on 
their shoulders. They also have sheep, hogs, fowls, 
pigeons, and a few turiceys. Fruit, such as oran- 
geSy limes, pears, apples, is very abundant. 

The women here, as in other parts of Afriea, 
perform nearly all the labor. The •people have a 
(mat many slaves. The king rules over tlie 
^knintij as he please^ but his government is mild. 
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and well suited to the condition of the inhabitants. 
The money used throughout the kingdom, are the 
little shells called cowries. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



Captain ClapperUm't $eeond expedition continued. 

The city of Katunga, is surrounded by a wall, 
fifleen miles in circuit. It stands near a mountain, 
formed of rocks, which look like vast pillars stand- 
ing in the air, threatening every moment to fall. 
The ting's houses and those of his women occupy 
about a square mile. They are built of clay, and 
have thatched roofs. 

In the town, are seven different markets, which 
are open every evening. The principal articles for 
sale, are yams, com, plantains, bananas, sweet- 
meats, goats, lambs, and fowls, besides various im- 
plements of agriculture. 

While at Katunga, the travellers saw the king 
several times. He was a plain man; and he treat- 
ed them very well, and they liked him very much. 
Captain Clapperton gave him some red and blue 
cloth^ some umbrellas, and a gold headed cane. 
With these he appeared very much gratified. 

After this. Captain Clapperton told the king that 
he was going to send to England, and willed to 
know what articles his majesty would desire from 
that country. The king replied, that he should like 
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a brass crown, fine yellow and blue cbth, some 
large coral, some gaudy carpeting, an English drum, 
and half a ton of cowries. 

On the 6th of March, the travellers leH Katunga, 
and proceeded on their journey. 

On the 30th, they arrived at Boussa, situated on 
an island' in the Niger or Quorra, as the river is 
there called by the natives. It is surrounded by 
walls, but consists only of clusters of houses here 
and there, and is not a regular town. 

Captain Clapperton was taken to the Sultan, 
whom he found sitting with his Midakr, or chief 
wife. He was a handsome young man,, about five 
and twenty, dressed in a white robe or shirt, with 
a red moorish cap on his head. The Sultan receiv- 
ed the captain graciously, and he soon departed. 

The next morning, he went again to see the Sul- 
tan, and presented him with many yards of cloth, 
a sword, knives, scissors, stockings, gloves, pic- 
tures, and many other things. The Sultan was 
very much pleased, and the Midaki was delighted. 

My reader will recollect, that Boussa was the 
place, where Mungo Park and Lieutenant Martyn 
lost their lives. Captain Clapperton was, of course, 
very anxious to learn all he could respecting this 
melancholy event, and to get, if possible, the papers 
they had leil. He made several inquyj^es on the 
subject, but the people seemed very unwilling to 
talk about it. 

At lebgth, the king's head man told him the fol- 
lowing story, "That^ranchof the river, that runs 
east of the island, in which Boussa is situated. 



182 TALES OF TRAVELS 

divides into three parts, each of which is but a few 
rods across. The water runs here very rapidly 
over the rocks, and Park's boat, in descenfling, 
. stuck fast between two of them. y 

<^ The white men, in attempting to get on shore, 
w6re drowned. Crowds of people went to look at 
them; the white men did not shoot at tkem, and 
the people were too much frightened to shoot at 
them, or assist them. A great many books and 
riches were found in the boat, which the Sultan 
of Boussa has got." 

Such was the story told by the king's head man, 
but on applying to the Sultan, Captain Clappef 
ton was told by him, that he had nothing which 
was taken from the boat, and that the books hadl 
all been given to the learned men. 

AAer this. Captain Clapperton met with another 
man, who gave him a very different account. 
He said the boat came down the river, at the time 
the Felatahs were making war upon the country. 
The Sultan of Boussa, hearing of the strange boat, 
imagined that the people must be Felatahs. He 
therefore called his people together in great num- 
bers, and they attacked the white men with theii 
arrows. 

There were but four men in the boat, Park, 
Martyn, and two black men. For three days, the 
intrepid travellers defended themselves, but, at last, 
they were all killed. The Sultan then took pos- 
session of the boat, and all that was in it. 

This story was related to Captain Clapperton, 
by a man who was present, and an eye witness of 
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the whole affiur. He .therefore helieved it to be 
true. It is probable the boat was fastened in the 
rocks^ else the white men would have escaped* 

Captain Clapperton tried in vain, to get posses* 
aion of Mr. Park's journal and other papers. He 
believes them to be still in existence, and in the 
hands of the Iman of Boussa. It is to be hoped* 
therefore, that they may be yet obtained. 



CHAPTER XX. 



Capiam ClappvrUmU 9teond expedUion tonUnued, 

Thb travellers soon lefl- Boussa, and proceeded 
on their journey toward Kano. After crossing 
the eastern branch of the river, Captain Clapperton 
went upon a high rock, so that he could look down 
upon the water. He observed, that after passing 
two or three little islands, the river falls over the 
rocks in a cataract, with a loud noise. He thinks, 
that if Park and Martyn had not been killed by the 
negroes, they would have perished in going over 
these falls. 

On their way to Kano, the travellers observed 
ant hills as large as small houses. Some of them 
were twenty feet high. They saw two villages 
almost entirely inhabited by blacksmiths. As 
they approached Kano, the country was well 
icultivated, the soil consisted of clay and gravel, 
IS 
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and the villages were numerous. The inhabitants 
.were busy in their plantations. 

On the 20th of July, the travellers entered Ka- 
no. The reader will recollect, Captain Clapperton 
had been at this place in 18^. It is therefore not 
necessary to describe it here. He soon after set 
out for Sackatoo. Afler leaving Kano, the coun- 
try i^as well cultivated, and planted with Indian 
corn, millet, potatoes, indigo and cotton; but the 
road was very disagreeable, all the hollows being 
full of water. 

As the party, proceeded towards Sackatoo, they 
fell in with some troops, going to join the 
army of the Sultan Bello, who was encamped at 
no great distance. The roads on every side were 
crowded with horse and foot, camels, bullocks 
and asses, all striving who should get foremost. 

The travellers came at length to the borders of 
a large lake, or chain of lakes, near which a part 
of the Sultan's army was stationed. The banks 
*of these lakes, are the resort of numbers of ele- 
phants and other wild beasts. All the Acacia 
trees were in blossom, some with white flowers, 
and some with yellow. Some fine large fish were 
leaping in the lake. 

Some of the troops were bathing; others water- 
ing their horses, bullocks, camels, and asses^i^the 
lake being as smooth as glass. The smoking fires 
on its banks, the sounding of horns, the beating 
of gongs or drums, the rude huts of grass, rising 
as if by magic, everywhere the calls on the namss 
of Mahomet, Abdo, Mustaphsi &c. with the neigb- 
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ittg of horses, and the braying of asses, g«^e ani- 
mation to the beautiful scenery of the lake, and 
its sl<^ng^ green and woody banks. 

In a short time, Captain Clapperton reached 
Bellows camp, and was taken to the Sultan. He 
received him very graciously, inquired about the 
health of the king of England, and asked several 
other polite questions. During this interview, it 
began to rain very fast, and it thundered and light- 
ened terribly. But the Sultan, who was out of 
doors, did not mind it, and of course. Captain Clap- 
perton could not take any notice of it. He was, 
however, wet to the skin. • After remaining with 
the Sultan sometime, he went to the tent wiiich 
had been assigned him, in the camp, not far from 
the Sultan's quarters. 

The next morning, the Sultan's army began to 
prepare for battle. They had been- assembled for 
the purpose of attacking the town of Coonia, the 
capital of Goobur, a province subject to the Sul- 
tan, the inhabitants of which were now in a state 
of rebellion. 

The Sultan's army consisted of about sixty thou- 
sand men. There were six or eight hundred 
horsemen; the rest were foot soldiers. The horse- 
men were armed with long spears and thick leath- 
ern shields, and their bodies were covered with 
quilted armor, so stout and clumsy, that it took 
two men to boost one of them upon his horse. 
The footmen were armed with bows and arrows. 
There were in the whole army, about seventy 
muskets. 
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Near the midcUe of the day, the army began to 
march, and as (^oonia was not far distant, they 
soon reached that place. Nothing could be more 
disorderly than the march of the army. The 
horse aiid foot mingled together in the greatest 
confusion, all pushing to get forward. The fol- 
lowers of one chief went tumbling amidst those 
of another. Some had their heads broken, some 
got angry, and threatened with loud voices. The 
weather was excessively hot, and there never 
was such a dust kicked up before. 

The army, having arrived before the town, 
completely surrounded it on all sides. All around 
the place, was a dense mass of men, forming a cir* 
cle of about forty rods in depth. 

But this was mere show. The town was walled, 
and the people from within, kept up a steady dis- 
charge of arrows. They had one musket, and 
with this, they blazed away upon the crowd with 
some effect. 

Some of the Felatah troops kept up an irregular 
discharge of arrows, and the men who had guns, 
would run up toward the walls, fire at random, 
and then run away to a distance, out of the reach 
of the arrows, to load their guns again. 

Once in awhile, one of the horsemen taken with 
a fit of courage, would gallop up toward the wall, 
and brandish his large spear in face of the enemy. 
A multitude of arrows would come whizzing to- 
ward him, but he covered his body with his shield, 
and they fell to the ground. Then he would 
^ wheel about, and ride away a^ fast as he could go^ 
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■hontiiig with a loud voice, *' Why don't you at- 
tack the wall? Ye men of Gadado, why donH you 
ftttack the wall ?'» 

By and by, the horsemen with quilted armoT^ 
were ordered to ttxe wall. Their helmets were 
adorned with black and white ostrich feathers, and 
pieces of tin, which glittered in the sun. Their 
long quilted cloaks of gaudy colors, reached over 
part of the horses' tails, and covered the flanks^. 
On the whole, they did not cut a bad figure. 

But as they approached the wall, the leader was 
shot down by the single musket in the town. He 
iell upon the ground like a bag of meal; the rest 
of the troops were in a constant scuffle amongst 
themselves, and therefore effected nothing against 
the enemy. 

All this time, the war cry of the Felatah troops 
was ringing in the air. " God is great," issued from 
all quarters. Never was there so much bluster, 
and so little done. There were two Arabs in the 
army, armed with muskets, pistols, sword "and 
dagger. But these cowardly fellows kept behind 
the Sultan during the whole action^ but they ex- 
erted their lungs lustily, and shouted continually, 
" God is great." 

At length it was sunset, and some of the Sultan's 
troops having deserted, he drew off with his army 
to the camp. In the night, a cry was raised that 
the people of Coonia were coming to attack the 
eamp. The soldiers were seized with fear, and a 
scene of great confusion and uproar followed. 



188 TALES OF TRAVELS 

At one time, most of the people and animals of 
the camp>. were tumbling over each other, and 
nuhed together, to save what they could by flight. 
But the morning came, and showed that the alarm 
was occasioned by a false report. 

The troops now dispersed, and the Sultan set 
out for Sackatoo. Captain Glapperton accompanied 
his party in their route; they again went along the 
borders of the lake I have before described. Here 
numerous tracks of elephants and other wild beasts, 
were evetywhere seen. 

After leaving the lake, the road lay over hiUs, 
and in dark ravines, through which the torrents 
were pouring with great violence. 

At length they arrived at Magaria, a town situ- 
ated among the hills. It is mostly inhabited by the 
slaves of the great in Sackatoo, who have all 
houses here. These slaves are employed in raising^ 
the grain and tending the cattle. 
- The Sultan now told Captain Clapperton that 
he might go to Sackatoo if he wished; he was 
himself going to stay at Magaria four or five days, 
and then proceed to his capital. Accordingly, our 
traveller set out for that place. 

He passed over a fertile country; every spot 
capable of cultivation was planted with millet and 
doura. When he arrived at the river on which 
Sackatoo stands, he found the banks crowded with 
people engaged in fishing. 

Finally, on the SOth of October 1836, he reach- 
ed Sackatoo, and took possession of the house he 
had occupied when he was there before. Mora 
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than ten months had elapsed since he left Badar 
giy, and all this time had heen spent in his toil- 
some journey. 



CHAPTER XXI. 

Cf^^Um Clapperiim*$ rendenee at Saekatgo. — His ncknesB 
and death, — About his faithful servant Richard Lat^ 
der. 

In a few days, our traveller leflt Sackatoo, and 
went to see the Sultan at Magaria. Here he made 
hi^i some very rich presents; among them, were 
some heautiful guns and pistols, and watches, and 
clocks, and a multitude of other articles. All these 
things the Sultan received with great apparent 
pleasure. 

Soon after this, Captain Clapperton returned 
to Sackatoo, He found this place had not altered 
much, since his visit to it in 1824. Here he re- 
mained for sometime. In December, he was very 
much surprised at the arrival of his servant Rich- 
ard Lander, whom he had lef\ at Kano; having 
in his care some valuable presents designed for 
the Sheik of Bomou. 

It appears that the Sultan Bello, was at that 
time at war with the Sheik of Bomou, and, accor*" 
dingly, he was determined to get possession of the 
presents intended for him, or at any rate to prevent 
their reaching him. So he sent for Lander with- 
out his master's knowledge. 
,, The Sultan now demanded the letters and pi^B»- 
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ents destined for the Sheik. Captain CLappertoa 
Was very angry, as well he might be. He was 
obliged, however, to give them up, and the faith- 
less Sultan took them. 

Soon afler this. Captain Clapperton was taken 
sick; the weather was excessively hot, and he suf- 
fered very much. But his servant Lander, who 
was a young man, loved his master, and watched 
over him day and night. He prepared his medi- 
cine; he washed his clothes; he bathed his burning 
temples; he fanned him for hours; and he read to 
him a great deal in the New Testament, which 
Capiain Clapperton was never weary of hearing 

The poor wasted traveller believed he should 
never leave his bed. He spoke of his home, his 
country, and his friends, with great feeling, but 
never with repining. He was patient to the very 
* tast. He even cheered his servant with kind and 
gentle words, for he saw that the poor young man 
was sad and almost broken hearted. Thus he lin- 
gered for more than a month, and on the 13th of 
April he died. 

There is something very affecting in the story 
of this brave traveller. When he was in health, 
he was full of energy, vigor, and perseverance. In 
sickness, and at the approach of death, he was 
tranquil, and resigned. He appears to have been 
sustained by a happy mixture of piety and manly 
fortitude. 

It is a serious thing to die, even at home, when 
all our friends are around to cheer, bless, and 
pray for us. But there is something awful in the 
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approach of death, when we , are far away from 
all that we love, and know that our bones mufit 
rest forever in a land of strangers. 

Poor Lander wept over his master's dead body, 
and then he buried it at a small village, about five 
miles from Sackatoo. Having performed this sad 
duty, he soon set out on his return, though he was 
very sick. 

I should like to tell you the story of this faithful 
young man, but it is too long for this little book. 
I can only say, that he returned by nearly the 
same route that he had come witli Captain Clap- 
perton. Ailer various adventures, he reached 
Badagry on the 21st of November, having been 
seven months on his journey from Sackatoo. 

In the following April, 1828, he set out for Eng- 
land, which he reached in safety. He carried with 
him Captain Clapperton's journal, which was soon 
afler published in London, together with Lander's 
account of his own adventures. 



CHAPTER XXIL 

CailUi^B iraveli to TinMeioo, 

I AM now going to IbU you the adventures of 
Ren€ Cailli^. He was born in France in 1800; 
and as he read a great many books of travels when 
he was a boy, he formed a strong desire to become 
a traveller himself. He was so much captivated 
with Mungo Park's narratives, that he resolved to 
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make his way into the reg^ions to which they 
late, and proceed, if possible, to Timbuctoo. 

At a very early a^e, he set off for the western 
coast of Africa. But various circumstances pre- 
vented his fulfilling his grand design until 1835. 
In April of that year, he proceeded to Kakondy, a 
negro town on the river Nunez, not far from the 
sea. At this place, caravans are constantly arriv- 
ing from the interior of Africa, and others setting 
out on their return. 

These caravans come to trade with the various 
English and French settlements on the western 
coast of Africa. They bring gold dust, bees' wax, 
gum arabic, gum Senegal, ivoiy, skins x)f wild 
animals, and .other things; and get in exchange, 
fire arms, gunpowder, spirits, cotton goods, and 
trinkets of various sorts. 

Mr. Cailli^ attached himself to a small caravan 
that was going to Timbuctoo. As he knew that 
the various tribes of people through which he 
was to pass, were Mahometans, and hated the 
Christians, he disguised himself as an Arab, and 
professed to be a Mahometan. The caravan con- 
sisted of five free Mandingoes, three slaves, a Fou- 
lah porter, the ffuide and his wife. All except 
Mr. Cailli^ and tne last two, carried enormous bur- 
dens, in baskets on their heads. 

On the 19th of April, the caravan started and 
proceeded in an easterly direction. Their route at 
first lay over a mountainous country, inhabited by 
tuegxoes called Mandingoes; who live in small vil- 
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lages, containing three or four hundred inhabi- 
tants each. 

After awhilcif they met with a great many Fou- 
lahs or Felatahs, who, as my reader knows, are 
negroes, but esteem themselves much superior to 
the Mandingoes. The Foulahs are chestnut color 
like the Felatahs of Houssa, while the Mandin- 
goes are black. Many of the former live in moun- 
tainous districts, and subsist by keeping herds of 
cattle. 

They are very devout Mahometans, and as they 
believed Mr. Cailli^ to be a good Mahometan, they 
treated him very kindly. At almost every village, 
they brought him presents of milk, and showed 
great anxiety to make him comfortable. Some- 
times the women gave him oranges and figs, of 
excellent quality. 

One morning, the caravan halted near a spring 
surrounded by trees and rocks. Mr. Cailli^ went 
alone to drink some of the water. When he got 
near it, two red apes came down from the trees 
toward him, and began to bark at him like dogs. 
They approached nearer and nearer, and, as he had 
nothing to defend himself with, he became alarmed; 
these animals being very strong, active, and mis- 
chievous. But at this moment two of the Man- 
dingoes came up, and the apes ran away. 

It appears that the thunder storms in these re- 
gions, are very terrific, during the rainy season. 
This commences in April and continues till Sep- 
ti^mber. As it was April when the caravan started, 
Ihey were oflen visited by thunder storms. Some- 
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the flashes of lightning succeeded each other, 
80 rapidly as to keep up a continued blaze in the 
sky. The thunder was very heavy, and made the 
hills and valleys tremble. 

One night, a thunder storm came on while the 
travellers were among the mountams, but the hos- 
pitable Foulahs permitted them to enter their tents 
till it was over. 

The caravan at length arrived at Fouta Dhialon, 
a country inhabited by Foulahs, who resemble those 
already described. They appear^ however, to be 
more civilized. They live in villages, and each vil- 
lage has a school. They keep a great number of 
black cattle, sheep, and dogs. They have horses 
of a small breed, and abundance of poultry. 

The people of these countries, believe that the 
Europeans live on little islands in the sea. They 
suppose, therefore, that they are very anxious to get 
possession of these regions. This renders the ne- 
groes very jealous of them. This notion is not 
wholly without foundation. There is probably 
not a king in ^Europe, who would not, if he had 
the power, subject these African nations to his 
authority. 

On the 11th of June, the caravan reached the 
Dhiollba, Joliba, or Niger. They proceeded along 
its banks, which appear to be occupied by a great 
many villages. 

Mr. Cailli^ having a lighter complexion than an 
Arab, was sometimes suspected of being a Chris- 
tian, To lull these suspicions, he pretended to be 
a very devout Mahometan. He had studied the 
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Arabic language, and made himself acquainted 
vnth the ceremonies of the Mahometan religion. 
He was thus enabled to avoid detection. 

One day, he came across a very devout Mahome- 
tan, who knelt down upon sharp flints when he 
prayed. He thought this would gain favor for 
him with God. Nothing would satisfy him, but 
that Mr. Caillie should kneel down on the flints 
with him. The latter dared not refuse, so he knelt 
down, and bore^he pain as well as he could. 

The traveller continued on his journey, and at 
length entered the kingdom of Bambara. He de- 
scribes the people as resembling the Foulahs in ap- 
/pearance. They aie very gay, and spend nearly 
the whole night in dancing to the music of drums 
and hautboys. In their dispositions, they seem 
to be very gentle and humane. They are Mahome- 
tans, like the other negroes in this part of Africa. 

The caravan at length reached Jenn^. At the 
time Mungo Park visited this place in 1795, it was 
the capital of Bambara, and the king resided there. 
But at the time Cailli^ was there, that is, in March 
1826, ^enne was not the capital. The king, who 
is a Foulah, has built a town called El-Lamdou 
lallahi, on the south side of the Niger, which is 
now the capital of his kingdom. At this place 
there are public schools, where education is given 
gratuitously. 

Jenn^ is situated on an island in the Niger. It is 

about two miles and a half in circumference^ and is 

surrounded by a very ill constructed wall of earth, 

about ten feet high. The houses are built of bricks 

13 M 
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dried in the sun. The streets are straight^ and are 
broad enough fbr a country where no carriages are 
used; they are kept in good order^ and are swept 
ahnost every day. 

The town of Jenn€ is fliU of bustle and animation; 
every day numerous caravans of merchants are ar^ 
riving, and departing, with all kinds of useful pro- 
ductions. The population of this place, consists of 
Mandingoes, Foulahs, Bambaras, and Moors. The 
number of inhabitants may be computed at eight 
or ten thousand. The people are generally dressed 
in white, and they have a neat appearance. 

After leaving Jenn^, the travellers proceeded down 
the river toward Timbuctoo. They observed a 
great many boats^ some going up, and some going 
down, laden with vaijious productions and various 
kinds of merchandise. They were made of thin 
planks, fastened together by ropes. Some of these 
boats were one hundred feet long, and would carry 
sixty or severity tons. Sometimes sixty or eighty 
of these boats are iten pursuing their voyage in 
company. 

On the 19th of April, the travellers arrived at 
Cabra, the port of Timbqctoo. It is situated on 
the Niger, a few miles south of that city. The next 
day, the party proceeded over desolate wastes of 
sand to Timbuctoo, and reached that place about 
sunset. . Thus, in about a year from the time it 
started Yrom Kakondy, the little caravan reached the 
celebrated city, which had so long been the object 
of research to European travellers. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 

Mr. CaiUie*i de$cription of Timbuetoo, — JJit joumetf 
across the desert to Morocco,' 

I HATE before mentioned, that the. city of Timbue- 
too was supposed to be a very great place. The 
accounts of it, derived from Moorish traders, repre- 
sented it as possessing a population of one or two 
hundred thousand inhabitants, as abounding in 
wealth, and as being the great ma^t of commerce in 
Central Africa* 

These descriptions were generally received as 
true ; but it appears by the acqpunt of Mr. Cailli^ 
th^t they w:ere grossly inaccurate. 

Timbuetoo is situated eight miles north of tHe 
Niger, and stands in the midst of a vast barren plain, 
of yellowish sand. As far as the eye can reach, on 
all sides, nothing is to be seen but the level desert, 
spread out like a sea. Mr. Cailli^ estimates the 
whole number of the inhabitants, to be but ten or 
twelve thousand. 

This city is surrounded by mud walls, is of a tri- 
angular shape, and is about three miles in circuit. 
The streets have a dull appearance; there is no 
bustle nor activity. The people seem to be very 
qmet, and very indolent. 

The king is a white haired old negro, much be- 
loved by the people. He lives without ostentation, 
and engages, like his subjects, in business. He does 
not seem to exercise a very regular government, 
but is regarded father as the father, than the king 
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View of Umbnctoo. 
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of the people. He has four wives and a great many 
negro slaves. His sons are merchants. 

There are a good many European goods for sale 
at Timbuctoo. Among other things, Mr. Cailli^ 
saw somp very beautiful French fowlingpieces. 

The houses at Timbuctoo are built of round 
bricks, roiled in the hands, and baked in the sun 
The houses are of good size, but are generally of 
one story. The people are exceedingly neat in their 
dress, and in the interior of their dwellings. Many 
of the women are good looking, and their dress is 
pleasing. Their domestic articles consist of cala- 
bashes and wooden platters. They are unacquaint- 
ed with the use of knives and forks, and, like other 
negro nations, they eat with their fingers. Their 
furniture consists of mats for sitting u{>on. 

As the country around Timbuctoo is unfit for 
cultivation, the people are obliged to procure their 
supplies of food almost entirely from Jenne. Yet 
they appear to be well fed, and very comfortable. 
There are a good many Moors in the city, some of 
them from Morocco and other parts of Barbary. 
These, by carrying on trade, amass fortunes in a 
few years, and return to their native countries. 
The people of Timbuctoo are Mahometans. 

The trade of this place is a good deal cramped 
by the Tooaricks. These warlike people are the 
scourge of all the negro nations throughout Sou- 
dan. Their chiefs oflen come to Timbuctoo with a 
considerable number of followers. The people en- 
deavour to appease them by presents and flattery. 
Sometimes they stay for several weeks, and the 
13 • 
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timid inhabitants are obliged to furnish them with 
the best of everything. 

At length they go away, and carry with them 
great quantities of rice, millet, honey, and other 
articles which they have extorted from the people. 
These freebooters oflen attack caravans that are 
coming to Timbuctoo, or going from it, and wring 
from the people a considerable part of their wealth. 

Having remained about eighteen months at Tim- 
buctoo, Mr. Cailli^ attached himself to a caravan 
of six hundred camels, and set out for Morocco on 
the 4th of May, 1828. For four months they 
travelled in a northerly direction. They 'suffered 
very much, as all travellers do in the desert, from 
heat and thirst. But at length Mr. Cailli^ arrived 
at Tangier, worn down with sickness and fatigue. 

Here he entered on board a vessel, and on the 
SlSth. of September sailed for Toulon in France, 
which he reached in safety. He then proceeded 
to Paris, and there published an account of his 
travels. 

I cannot dismiss this traveller without remarking:^ 
that although he is the first European adventure^ 
who has been to Timbuctoo and returned in safety, 
yet he does not deserve great applause. His book 
is neither very interesting, nor does it actually af« 
fbrd much new information. 

The author travelled in the disguise of an Arabp 
and professed himself to be a real believer in the 
prophet. We cannot approve of a course of coii^ 
duct, by which a man voluntarily places himself 
in a situation where deception, supported by con* 
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stant falsehood, beccnnes a matter of eotine, and 
a matter of necessity. By doing so, Mr. Cailli^ 
avoided personal danger, and was not therefore 
called upon for the display of courage or fortitude; 
qualities so eminently manifested hy Park, Den^ 

. ham, Clapper ton and other English travellers. 
There is one thing to he observed, however, that 
Cailli^'s account represents the inhabitants of Cen- 
tral Africa in a more amiable light, than that of 
English travellers. Yet his narrative may be 
equally true. Travelling as he did, he was every- 
where received as a follower of the prophet, and 
was therefore treated as a friend and brother. 

He excited sympathy rather than aversion, and 
thus his descriptions present us with nations char- 

' acterized, in general, by kind and amiable feelings. 
The English travellers on the contrary, disdaining 
deceit, or prevarication, have gone among these 
nations as Christians. They have thus excited the 
jealousy, and perhaps roused the cruel feelings of 
these barbarous people. Their narratives, there- 
fore, abound in representations of robbery, injus- 
tice, and cruelty. 

I ought perhaps to except from these remarks, 
the late English travellers, Denham and Clapper- 
ton. They appear to have been well received, and 
well treated. Most of the nations in central and 
western Africa have now some commercial inter- 
course, directly or indirectly, with Christian na- 
tions. 

They have thus become acquainted with them 
in some slight degree, and the religious horror 
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vrhich they have been taught to cultivate toward 
those who believe not in the prophet, has greatly 
abated. The chief difficulties that are now oppos- 
ed to travelling In Central Africa,' arise from the 
climate and the predatory tribes of Arabs. 



CHAPTER XXiy. 



Canchuion. 

I HAVE now told my reader, about the principal 
travellers in the middle regions of Africa. If I had 
time, I would tell you about Major Laing, an 
English traveller, who went lately to Timbuc- 
too, and was murdered near that place by the 
inhabitants, because he was a Christian. 

I would also tell you about Mr. Lyon, another 
English traveller, who went a few years ago 
across the Great Desert to Mourzouk, and nearly 
reached Bornou. I would tell you about John 
Adams, an American sailor, who pretended to have 
been wrecked on the western coast of Africa, and 
taken thence by the Moors to Timbuctoo; but I 
have not space for these things. 

You will perceive, by what I have told you, that 
the middle regions of Africa are occupied by a 
great ibany separate kingdoms of negroes, all of 
whom are in a barbarous state. Mixed with these 
negroesi are many Moors. All the nations, from 
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Bornou to the months of the Seoegml mod Gambia, 
mre Mahometans. 

Those whojoecupy the country along the coast 
of Guinea^ and farther aouth, are Pagans who woiw 
ship fetiches; these are trees, rocks, serpents, and 
other things, supposed to be the residence of 
spirits, who have an influence on the fortunes of 
men. 

In ail these countries, the people have a great 
many Slaves, who are captives taken in war. These 
perform great part of the labor, and have a very 
hard life. 

The governments are all despotic, but are gen- 
erally administered with mildness. The men 
have. many wives, and the Sultans have great 
numbers of them. The women are in a degraded 
condition. They never eat with the men; they 
perform a great deal of the hard labor; and are, 
indeed, little better ofTtJian if they were slaves. 

The soil is generally fertile, and very little labor 
is necessary to support the inhabitants. Yet such 
is the indolence and carelessness of the people, in 
some parts, that they suffer for want of food. 

The people generally live in villages or towns; 
the latter being usually surrounded by mud walls. 
The houses are built of mud or brick, and com* 
monly consist of three or four small separate cab- 
ins, surrounded by a wall. 

The climate being very warm, the inhabitants 
wear little clothing. Their dress usually consists 
of cotton doth, either white or blue, manufactured, 
by themselves firom cotton that ^rows spontana- 
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ously* A piece of two or three yards in length i* 
usually thrown over the shonlder, and wrapped 
round the body. Thk eonstitutes the attire of 
both men and women, in many parts of the country. 

They have horses, sheep, asses, homed cattle of 
a small breed, and domestic fowls. The wild ani- 
mals are elephants, lions, hyenas, jackals, and 
monkeys upon the land. In the water, crocodiles 
and hippopotami. In some parts there are large 
serpents; and in Bornou, camelopards or giraffes 
are common. There are -multitudes of parrots, 
and other birds. Some of them are very beautiful, 
and there are many kinds which are found in these 
regions alone. 

One of the most remarkable traits, common to 
these negro nations, is their love of finery and 
display, and their passion for lively amusements. 
All travellers agree in describing them as delighted 
with beads, rings, brass buttons, and other orna- 
ments. 

The inhabitants of Guinea, array themselves in 
cloths of bright colors, and decorate their persons 
with any gaudy ornaments they can obtain. The 
European traders bring a good many old ^aulets^ 
and cast off military clothing which they sell to these 
people; and it is very common to find a negro king 
dressed in an old cocked hat, red coat, and other 
things, which have been thrown by as worthless^ 
' by some British or Dutch officer. 

The favorite amusement of the people is dane^ 

* log. They have many kinds of dances, all of 

srhich ace Attended with noisy music of droms^ 
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horaS) and sticks clashed together. In dancing, 
the great object is to display activity rather than 
grace, and in music, loudness is preferred to har- 
mony. 

We may be surprised that the inhabitants of 
these regions have not made farther advances in 
civilization. The opinion has been heretofore en- 
tertained, that the African race was deficient by 
nature in intelligence. I believe this inferiority 
has been imputed to them, rather for the purpose 
of excusing the system of slavery; which has been 
defended on the ground, that' these people were 
thus made by their Creator, that they might serve 
the superior races. They are no doubt degenerate, 
but not more so than white people might be, if 
exposed for ages to the same influences. 

The great causes of their degeneracy seem to 
lie in their climate, and their religion. The latter 
allows a man to have many wives. The conse- 
quence is, that there is no such thing as family 
attachment. In christian countries, society is com- 
posed of a great number of families. The mem- 
bers of these families are strongly attached to each 
other, and they become desirous of promoting the 
fknily interest. 

For this purpose, great exertions are made. By 
means of these exertions, all the faculties are ex- 
cited, and brought into full action. Thus the 
powers, both of the mind and body are improved. 
In these negro coimtries, the reverse of all this 
takes place. Vice is tolerated by their religion; 
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and weakness, imbecility, and grossness, are the 
consequences. 

Slavery also is allowed and encouraged, by the 
Mahometan religion. It is universal among the 
people I am speaking of. This greatly tends to 
render them indolent and vicious, and all indolent 
and vicious nations, soon become degenerate, fee- 
blei, and contemptible. 

I do not forget that slavery is practised in some 
christian countries. But being opposed to the 
spirit of Christianity, and generally condemned by 
the inhabitants, it does not become universal. So 
far as it does extend, however, in christian coun- 
tries, it undoubtedly tends to degrade the people, 
of whatever complexion they may be among whom 
it prevails. 

The climate of Ceiitral and Western Africa, is very 
unfavorable to the character of the inhabitants. 
The air being warm, and the soil prolific, they 
can live with very little labor. As mud houses are 
a sufficient shelter, they will not exert themselves 
to build durable ones of wood, brick, or stone. 
As they need little clothing, they will have few 
manufactures. 

It is easy to perceive, therefore, that in such a 
country, the people have no inducement to exer- 
cise the faculties they possess. Instead of having 
architects as we have, whastrive to produce beau- 
tiful and convenient houses, and durable churches, 
and other lofly edifices, each man will build his 
mud hut, and be satisfied with it. Instead of esi- 
MCtsing their invention, to produce new and beai>> 
14 
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tifol manvfacturea, they wili rest contented with 
■ iimple piece of cloth for dresa, and k few gandy 
trinkets for omamenis. 

Thus bom in indolence, and brought np in indo- 
lence] with nothing to exercise their minda, they 
think of nothing hut to enjoy the present moment} 
KHd having sunk low in the scale of being, they 
fbe! no inducement to make an effort to extricate 
themselves from their debased condition. 

Christianity is the only remedy for these evils; 
indeed it seems to be the only thing which cait 
pennanently elevate any portion of mankind, front 
that sensual and mental degradation, toward which 
human nature, if lefl to itself, seems in all ageo. 
and all climatee, to tend. 
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TALES OF TRAVELS, b^ Solomon Bell, late 
Keeper of the Traveller's Library, ProTince-House 
Court, Boston. 

The design of this series is to supply to the children of the 
United States, an entertaining abstract of the most popular 
books of travels, which have lately appeared. They will 
be written in a style of great simplicity, will possess the at- 
tractions of continuous narrative, and be divested of every- 
thing which ought not to be exhibited to the youthful mind. 
They will be richly embellished with pictures, from original 
and correct designs ; each volume will be accompanied by a 
map, showing the routes of the travellers; and the< whole 
will be executed in the most elegant apd pleasing style in all 
respects. While these volumes are designed to be in the 
highest degree entertaining and attractive, they will yet be 
perfectly authentic. 

The nrst of this series will be entitled^ Tales of Travelt 
West of the Mississippi, This will contain the most inter- 
esting details in the various narratives of Lewis and Clark, 
Major Long, Jewitt, and others, and will present a correct 
picture of the vast country that lies West of the Mississippi, 
includinc: the various tribes of Indians, and their modes of 
life ; and an account of the most remarkable animals. It 
will also be enlivened with the personal adventures of the 
several individuals noticed in the aforesaid works. 

One volume will exhibit the Polar Regions, and detail the 
substance of the several narratives of Parry, Franklin. Ly- 
on, &c. One will be given upon Mexico, and another upon 
Soutti America. Three volumes will be given upon Africa, 
which will embrace the travels of Lyon, Lang, Denham, 
Clapperton, Caillie, Salt, Burchel, Thompson and others. 

Four volumes will be given upon Europe, and three or 
four upon Asia. The most recent and valuable works will 
be selected as the basis of these volumes, and great pains 
will be taken to adapt them to the design of the publication. 

When compfeted, the above series will contain travels in 
all parts of the world, and convey correct ideas of the in- 
habitants, the animals, and the geography of the various 
countries and nations on the globe. 

The price of these works will be very low, so as to ena- 
ble every child to possess the whole series. They will ap- 
pear about one volume in two months, and will be sold sep* 
Sjrately, or in sets, at the option of purchasers. Each book 
tril be complete in itself, and have no necessary oonnexion 
with any other volume. 
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